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Preamble 

Purpose 

This document presents the Foundational Competencies Framework for Literacy in five sections.  The first 
section contains the Across-Languages Competencies Framework and the following sections contain the 
Essential Competencies for Mother Tongue, Filipino and English languages. 

The Across-Languages Competencies Framework presents what have been identified by the Literacy 
Working Group as the most essential and robust competencies that support initial literacy development in 
Mother Tongue (MT) and the gradual introduction of Filipino and English as the medium of teaching and 
learning. 

The Across-Languages Competencies Framework is structured with competencies grouped according to 
common foci, as follows: 

• Communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

• Spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

• Written language and texts (reading & writing) 

• Features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

• Skills and strategies related to language use, including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, 
Filipino and English) 

These groupings are color-coded as outlined below. Grade levels are indicated within each of these 
groupings of competencies. Frameworks for the Mother Tongue (MT), Filipino and English languages, 
respectively accompany this Across-Languages Competencies Framework. These three documents are 
structured according to grade levels (1-3), and the competencies to be taught in each of these grade levels 
are presented according to the grouping.  

Note 

Kindergarten literacy competencies have not yet been included in this framework 

Background 

This document has been prepared following a series of discussions and consultative tasks undertaken by 
the Literacy Working Group. A challenge has been to avoid unnecessarily crowding the curriculum. 

In summary, the steps undertaken were: 

1. An audit was conducted of the Most Essential Learning Competencies (MELCs) for Mother Tongue and 
English Grades 1-3 developed by Department of Education (DepEd) in the second quarter of 2020 and 
released to the public in June 2020.  This enabled a cross mapping of the MELCs in order to develop a 
common description of the competencies to be learnt across MT, Filipino and English (i.e. ‘across-
languages competencies’). 

2. Modifications to the Across-Languages Competencies Framework were identified based on feedback 
from the Literacy Working Group. 

3. The identified across-languages competencies were benchmarked against the Singapore Language and 
Literacy Guide & Singapore English Language (EL) Syllabus (2010) to identify gaps and developmental 
relevance. 
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4. External validation of the MT competencies was conducted to ensure the appropriate wording for the 
comparable English and MT competencies.  

5. A final review of all the competencies and elaborations was conducted to ensure their suitability in the 
Filipino language and that the ‘across-languages competencies’ are suitable in Filipino as well as in 
English and Mother Tongue. 

It should be noted that as part of the above process, the Standards for each grade level were not 
considered as part of this review. They have been included in an Appendix for later reference as it may 
become necessary at a future time, that these Standards are internally reviewed by the DepEd.  

For the purposes of the Frameworks here, MT is recognized as the fundamental medium of teaching and 
learning from Kindergarten to Grade 3. At the time of the development of the Essential Competencies, 
Filipino as a learning area is offered commencing in quarter 2 of Grade 1, while English as a learning area 
commences in quarter 3 of Grade 1. It was agreed by the Literacy Working Group, and based on the current 
international understanding concerning the acquisition of second and third languages, that for these 
Essential Competencies, English would be modelled based on its introduction in quarter 3 of Grade 2.  The 
emphasis in this document, however, is on the development of sets of common competencies across the 
three languages that can be readjusted based on current languages policies. 

Rationale  

To develop the sets of competencies listed in the tables below, emphasis was placed on similar sets of skills 
or competencies which might be seen as parallel or aligned in MT, Filipino and English, albeit developed at 
different grade levels depending on the complexity. These competencies provide an essential foundation 
for the developing the plurilingualism of Filipino children. 

The intention here is both simple and complex. It is simple in the sense that to support language learning 
and literacy development in an additional language, if there is an understanding of comparable skills across 
the languages, then teachers and students can make connections between the respective languages, and in 
the ways in which language is used to make meaning in different contexts, in different forms and for 
different audiences.   

It is complex in the sense that learning an additional language is not a matter of the straightforward 
transfer of cognitive/academic or literacy-related proficiency and linguistic and cultural understandings. 
Learning an additional language to manage academic learning is complicated and takes considerable time. 
An awareness and understanding of similarities and differences in underlying attributes, however, enables 
students to use and expand their ‘funds of knowledge’ as they learn to read, write, speak and listen in one 

or more languages. Plurilingual learning involves a learner’s use of interconnected linguistic skills in order 
to learn or communicate (Ollerhead, Choi & French, 2018). 

Learning languages  

The development of each of the Frameworks is underpinned by three key principles of language 
development drawn from the comprehensive set of guiding principles set out in the K to 12 Curriculum 
Guide English (2016, pp. 3-5). 

1. All languages are interrelated and interdependent. Facility in the first language (L1) strengthens and 
supports the learning of other languages (L2). Acquisition of sets of skills and implicit metalinguistic 
knowledge in one language (common underlying proficiency or CUP) provides the base for the 
development of both the first language (L1) and the second language (L2) (p.3). 
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2. Learning requires meaning. We learn when we use what we know to understand what is new. Students 
use language to examine new experiences and knowledge in relation to their prior knowledge, 
experiences, and beliefs (p.4).  

3. Learners learn about language and how to use it effectively through their engagement with and study 
of texts. Learners learn to create texts of their own and to engage with texts produced by other people 
(p.4).  

With these three principles in mind, children learning languages enter the classroom with a repertoire of 
linguistic and cultural resources which can be purposefully drawn upon to support, strengthen and extend 
students’ understandings about language and culture. Given the rich cultural and linguistic diversity of The 
Philippines, making use of students’ multilinguistic awareness and repertoire of linguistic and cultural 
resources can contribute to development and strengthening of competencies within and across languages.  

Spiral progression  

The principle of language learning as a spiral progression noted in The Philippines K-3 English Curriculum 

(p.3) is pivotal here as students ‘enhance their language abilities by using what they know in new and more 

complex contexts and with increasing sophistication’.  

To achieve the cumulative learning identified above, the following points are integral to teachers’ work 
with students as they learn languages: 

• Knowledge about the language has to be revised and extended across the year levels, with more 
complex texts and language being introduced as students make progress. 

• Some skills of language learning can be seen as constrained, that is, they are usually more readily learnt 
and once they are learnt they are learnt, for example alphabet knowledge.  

• Other skills are unconstrained which are much broader in scope and are continually being developed, 
for example vocabulary development.  

• The development of sets of language skills require time, careful planning and targeted teaching, which 
incorporates multiple opportunities for students to practise and use the respective language.  

• While the development of language skills for social interactions is often developed with relative ease, 
the development of academic English required for classroom learning can take up to seven years for 
EL/ESL/EAL (English language/English as a second language/ English as an additional language) learners. 
This more complex learning requires a high challenge/ high support approach to teaching and learning. 

• Students will have different starting points and pathways as they learn languages.  

• Students with strong L1 language and literacy will typically progress more readily in L2.  
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Guide to reading the Mapping across Languages 
Competencies 

The Frameworks below, map common competencies across the three languages of instruction: MT, Filipino 
and English in Grades 1-3. These competencies are based on the MELCS for each of these languages. During 
the development of these across-language competencies, where appropriate, some competencies were 
reworded to reflect the sameness of a competency in the three languages. Rewordings were reviewed by 
the Literacy Working Group. Some competencies were added if gaps were identified, and others deleted 
where there was duplication or repetition. All competencies were reviewed by the Literacy Working Group.  

Explanation of the columns 

Essential Competencies  

The color-coded first column presents the Essential Competencies for each language: MT, Filipino and 
English. In the Across Languages Competencies Framework, the Essential Competencies for all three 
langauges are included in the first color-coded column. These competencies are derived from the MELCS 
documents, with some rewording where appropriate for purposes of similarity and/or conciseness. The 
Competencies are presented according to competency grouping. 

Elaborations of Essential Competencies 

The column adjacent to the Essential Competencies presents elaborations of the competency. The 
elaborations in this column illuminate what it is students are intended to learn. The content here can be 
viewed as representing similar competencies as the corresponding Essential Competencies in the first 
column OR ‘elaborations’ or ‘illuminations’ of the Essential Competencies. The content in this column is 
grounded on the benchmarking of the competencies when compared with the Singapore Language and 
Literacy Guide & Singapore EL Syllabus (2010). It should be noted that some elaborations relate specifically 
to English and are noted as ‘for example/ e.g., in English’.  

Grades 

Three columns here indicate the relevant Grade level for each competency in Column 1 in each of the three 
languages of instruction: 

• Mother Tongue Grade Level  

• Filipino Grade Level 

• English Grade Level  

Language mode  

The Language Mode column indicates which literacy modes are being developed, i.e. Reading, Writing, 
Listening and/or Speaking.  

Core domain 

The Core Domain column aligns each competency to the area/s of literacy focus in the K-3 section of the K 
to 12 Curriculum Guide Mother Tongue (2016) and K to 12 Curriculum Guide English (2016). 
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Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations are used below. 

ENG English  

MELCs Most Essential Learning Competencies 

MT Mother Tongue 

N/A Not applicable 

Competencies that are not applicable to the specific learning of that language  

Color Guide 

The competencies have been grouped together and been color-coded as the key below indicates.  

Color Competency grouping 

Yellow 

 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written 
language) 
 

Green 

 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts 
(listening & speaking) 
 

Blue 

 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 
 

Pink 

 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 
 

Light orange 

 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use. 
Including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 
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Across-Languages Competencies Framework 

Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Listen to culturally relevant 
narratives and participate in a 
range of post-listening tasks, 
eg: 

• discuss character, setting, 
events 

• discuss problem and 
resolution  

• sequence three events 

• identify narrator 

• predict ending 

• ask questions about the 
text 

• retell the story 

• relate events to own 
experience 

 

Show understanding of the story/rhyme/poem by 
responding to questions and talking about the 
characters and events 

Make predictions (about subsequent action or 
activity) by using: 

- contextual clues (e.g., title, participants, setting, 
visuals, key words) 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or 
familiar concepts) 

- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, 
stress, rhythm) 

Make inferences (about purpose, intention, theme/ 
message) by using: 

contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, 
visuals) 

Ask questions at different levels about the text 

Make simple connections to real life and personal 
experiences 

 

1 

 

1 

 

2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print 
Knowledge 
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

 Make simple generalizations (such as the moral of a 
story) by: 

- identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating 
the book, sharing opinions/reflections 

Retell sequence of events 

Make connections between a text and personal 
experiences/real life 

     

Respond appropriately to 
familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions: 
greetings, leave takings, 
expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, 
offering help 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, 
audio and visual texts: 

- Conversations (e.g., requests, explanations, self- 
introduction, pair/ group/ panel discussions 

Use language to produce spontaneous and planned 
spoken texts according to social norms and cultural 
values in different situations, to, e.g., 

- greet others 
- express appreciation and gratitude 
- make requests 
- decline an offer 

 

1 1 

 

2 Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Oral language 

Use familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions 
appropriately: greetings, 
leave takings, expressing 
gratitude and apology, asking 
permission, offering help 

Follow simple one to three- 
step oral directions 

Understand and follow one- to two-step verbal 
instructions (e.g., “Draw a picture and color it.”) 

1 1 2 Speaking Oral language 
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, 
audio and visual procedural texts: e.g., instructions 
for completing an activity, directions, recipes 

Listening 

Give simple three to five-step 
directions 

Select and use action verbs for effect to instruct the 
reader 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence 
structures 

Use imperative verb form 

Use time connectives to sequence steps or directions 
(e.g., first, second, then, next) 

Record the steps taken to do or make something by: 

sequencing and/ or describing steps to be carried 
out or conditions to be observed 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use action verbs when 
narrating simple experiences 

Use familiar action verbs to tell a simple story 1 1 2 Speaking  

Writing 

Grammar 

Identify the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 

Show understanding of the story by responding to 
questions and talking about the characters and 
events 

Identify themes as big ideas in stories/ poems 

2 2 

 

2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Discuss the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main 
characters and setting) 

Identify and study characters and their actions (e.g., 
identify character types and draw conclusions about 
them) 

 Make simple generalizations e.g., identifying the 
gist/ main idea and key details 

     

Discuss the illustrations on 
the cover and predict what 
the story may be about 

Make predictions e.g., about the kind of text, what it 
might be about, events, words that might be in the 
text, its theme/ message 

1 1 

 

2 Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Participate actively during 
story reading by (for 
example): 

making comments  

asking questions 

using clues to answer 
questions 

clarifying understanding  

justifying predictions before, 
during and after reading 

Ask questions at different levels about the texts read 
or viewed (literal, inferring, evaluative) 

Respond to a text with e.g., 

- reasons 
- simple judgement 
- personal interpretations 

Provide evidence to support points stated 

Make and check predictions (e.g., based on 
contextual evidence) 

Explain whether predictions about the content of a 
text are acceptable or should be modified and why 

2 2 

 

2 Speaking 

Listening 

Attitude 
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating 
the book, sharing opinions/reflections 

 Respond with suggestions, feedback, alternative 
viewpoints respectfully and politely, e.g., 

- provide positive verbal and non-verbal feedback 
- give comments or interject only as appropriate 
- agree/ disagree at appropriate times and politely 

 

     

Differentiate between 
culturally relevant fiction and 
non-fiction texts listened to 
by looking at the cover, title 
and illustrations 

Show understanding of features of fiction and non-
fiction texts shared in the classroom e.g., what is on 
the cover, whether the text is about a real-life topic, 
identifying if the book has characters  

2 2 2 Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening 
comprehension 

Identify important details in a 
range of non-fiction texts 
read at an appropriate level 
(e.g., information report, 
explanation, argument, 
procedure) 

Make simple generalizations by identifying the gist/ 
main idea and key details 

Draw conclusions from main idea, key details and 
specific examples from a text 

Note and recall main ideas and key details 

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Retell and/or reenact events 
from different forms of 
culturally relevant narratives 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating 
the book, sharing opinions/reflections 

Retell sequence of events 

2 2 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

(e.g., short stories, legends, 
fables, fairy tales) 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts (legends, fables, poems) 
through dramatization 

Use appropriate gestures, oral language, actions to 
respond to texts 

2 2 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Distinguish between fiction 
and non-fiction texts through 
an expanded range of 
resources e.g., through 
language, cultural knowledge, 
pictures, layout or topic 

 

Show extended understanding of features of fiction 
and non-fiction texts shared in the classroom e.g., 
the layout of the text, the images on the cover and 
throughout, the language used in the text, purpose 
and audience. 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading 
comprehension  

Attitude 

Identify the different 
structures of familiar genres 
(e.g., narrative, recount, 
procedure, information 
report) 

Demonstrate awareness of the purpose (e.g., to 
entertain, to recount, to instruct, to inform) and 
organizational structure of common text types e.g., 
narrative – orientation, complication, resolution; 
recount – orientation, sequence of events, personal 
comment; procedure – goal, materials/ ingredients, 
method; information report – general statement/ 
general classification, facts about the subject  

Draw on prior knowledge, including cultural 
knowledge and organizational structures e.g., how 
an information report is structured 

 

3 3 3 Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening  
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Essential 
Competencies 

Elaborations of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Ask questions about short 
factual texts to identify the 
main ideas 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g., literal, 
inferential) about factual texts read or viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and 
understanding 

Respond to questions (e.g., literal, inferential) about 
factual texts read or viewed 

Write short responses to questions about factual 
texts read or viewed  

3 3 

 

3 Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 

Reading 
comprehension  

Respond to questions about 
short factual texts to identify 
the main ideas 

Respond to culturally 
relevant texts in a variety 
of creative ways e.g. role 
playing, show and tell, 
radio play/ podcast/ 
broadcast/reporting/poster 
presentations 

Use appropriate oral and/ or visual forms e.g., skits, 
puppet plays, oral reports, posters to present 
responses to a range of texts for different purposes 
and audiences 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Oral language  

Attitude 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate in classroom 
speaking events, such as 
rhymes, songs, jingles, 
poems and chants. 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio 
and visual texts: 

- Poetry (e.g., rhymes, cinquains, haiku) 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed 
through the appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, 
volume, tone and stress (e.g., through reciting 
poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Identify rhyming words in 
rhymes, songs, jingles, 
poems, and chants 

Identify and read common word endings, rhyming words 1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Talk about oneself and 
one’s personal 
experiences using 
appropriate expressions 
(family, pet, favorite 
food), personal 
experiences (friends, 
favorite toys, etc.) 

Talk about personal experiences with others (e.g., tell 
his/her friends about an outing to the park) 

Make simple connections to real life and personal 
experiences 

1 1 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Recognize common action 
verbs in simple sentences 
orally (e.g., retelling, 
conversation) 

Use common action verbs 
in simple sentences orally 
(e.g., retelling, 
conversation 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence 
structures. For example in English: 

- Imperative verb form 
- Transitive verbs: take an object (e.g., She bought a 

pen.) 
- Intransitive verbs: take no object (e.g., The dog 

barked.) 

Construct a variety of simple sentences. e.g., in English: 

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., 

Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., 

Cheryl sings sweetly.) 

1 1 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Participate in choral 
speaking and echo reading 
of short poems, rhymes 
and stories with repeated 
patterns and refrains 

Participate in class performances of songs, poems and 
rhymes 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Recognize common 
adverbs of time, manner 
and place in simple 

Understand or follow events recounted about at home, 
school and community experiences using familiar adverbs 
of time, manner and place 

N/A 1 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation) 

Use common adverbs of 
time, manner and place 
verbs in simple sentences 
orally (e.g., retelling, 
conversation) 

Recount events about home, school and community 
experiences using familiar adverbs of time, manner and 
place 

N/A 1 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Participate actively during 
story reading by making 
comments and asking 
questions 

Express comments or responses to stories in sentences 

Respond to peers’ comments in sentences 

Ask questions about the text to clarify understanding  

2 2 

 

2 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Talk about famous people, 
places, events, etc. using 
descriptive and action 
words in complete 
sentences 

Describe well known people, places and events using 
common adjectives  

Shares feelings and thoughts about well known people, 
places and events 

Use action verbs in sentences about well known people, 
places and events  

2 2 

 

N/A Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Participate in and initiate 
in extended social 
conversation or dialogue 
with peers, adults on 
unfamiliar topics  

Use appropriate language or dialect to interact with 
speakers of the same language  

Ask for repetition or clarification to confirm 
understanding or find out others’ ideas  

Contribute to small group and whole-class discussion 

Use conversation partners to support understanding 

2 2 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Recognize appropriate 
ways of speaking that vary 
according to purposes, 
audience, and subject 
matter 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed 
through the appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, 
volume, tone and stress (e.g., through reciting 
poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

2 2 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Use different kinds of 
sentences in a dialogue 
(e.g., declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory, imperative) 

Construct different sentence types:  

- Declarative (e.g., Rosa is my friend.) 
- Interrogative (e.g., Who is James?) 
- Imperative (e.g., Sit down.) 
- Existential (e.g., Once upon a time there was a 

prince.) 
- Negative sentences (e.g., It was not a rainy day.) 
- Exclamatory (e.g., What a beautiful day!) 

3 3 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Grammar 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Listen and respond to 
others in oral 
conversation 

Listen to and respond to a variety of spoken texts, e.g., 
requests, explanations, self-introduction, pair/ group 
discussions 

Indicate response appropriately while listening and 
viewing, e.g., nod in agreement or to indicate 
understanding, provide feedback, seek clarification and 
elaboration 

3 3 3 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Initiate conversations with 
peers and adults in a 
variety of school settings 

 

Initiate and maintain short, structured social interactions 
with increasing fluency 

Interact and respond appropriately verbally and non-
verbally in simple conversations with teacher or peers 

3 3 3 Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Understand concepts of 
print in MT/ 
Filipino/English and use 
common terms in MT/ 
Filipino/English (e.g., 
cover, title page, word, 
letter etc.) 

Have print and book awareness 

Identify common terms relating to books (e.g., title page, 
author, illustrator, front/ back cover, table of contents) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Recognize upper and 
lower case letters of the 
alphabet and associated 
phonemes 

Name the letters of alphabet 

Say the most common phoneme/sound for all single-
letter graphemes/ letters  

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet 
knowledge 

Use knowledge of letters 
and sounds to blend 
syllables and words 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter 
patterns: syllables (common patterns, e.g., vowel-
consonant, consonant-vowel, consonant-vowel-
consonant)Write accurately by applying spelling 
strategies, e.g., using knowledge of phonic elements, 
matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, 
blending) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Word and 
phonic 
knowledge 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Read phrases, sentences 
and short stories 
containing 2-syllable 
words 

Apply knowledge of letter–sound relationships to read 
new words  

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Fluency 

Read short texts at 
appropriate level 

 

Read year level-appropriate literary and informational 
texts/ readers e.g., narratives, recounts, procedures  

Read with accuracy, fluency, comprehension and 
appropriate expression, pacing, and intonation  

Read and view a variety of reading-age-appropriate and 
high-interest books and texts from print and non-print 
sources sheets 

Use key words to understand the main idea  

Read and view simple texts independently  

Use some phonic and contextual knowledge to decode 
simple texts   

1 2 2 Reading Word and 
phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension 

Present a response by, 
e.g., retelling the story, 
rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Retell main sequence of events 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters 
and setting) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Write for a familiar 
purpose 

Talk about or draw ideas for writing  

Talk about the purpose and audience of familiar 
imaginative and informative texts  

Write lists or labels for pictures 

Write ideas in words, sentence fragments or simple 
sentences   

Write simple texts e.g., recount, story 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 
composition  

Write with proper spacing, 
punctuation and 
capitalization when 
applicable. 

Print lower- and upper-case letters neatly and legibly 

Use regular and appropriate spacing between letters, 
words, sentences and/ or paragraphs 

1 1 2 Writing Word and letter 
knowledge 

 

Read phrases, short 
sentences and short 
stories consisting of CVC 
pattern words with short 
e, a, i, o, and u  

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter 
patterns: 

- initial short vowel sounds: a, e, i, o, u 
- syllables (common patterns, e.g., vowel-consonant, 

consonant-vowel, consonant-vowel-consonant) 

N/A N/A 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonics and 
Word 
Recognition 

Fluency 

Differentiate words with 
different medial vowels 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter 
patterns: 

- initial short vowel sounds: a, e, i, o, u 

N/A N/A 2 Reading 

Writing 

Phonics and 
Word 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

(e.g.: cap-cop-cup; fan-fin-
fun) 

- word families with vowel-consonant patterns (e.g., -
at, -an, ad, -ap, -et, -en, -ill, -ig, -in, -ot, -op, -og, -ug, -
un)- final as a vowel sound 

Speaking 

Listening 

Recognition and 
Spelling  

Make inferences (about 
purpose, intention, 
theme/ message) about a 
story heard or listened to 

Use a range of clues to support inferences, e.g.: 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or 
familiar concepts) 

- -phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, 
rhythm) 

- contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, 
visuals) 

2 2 3 Reading Word and 
phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension    

Write simple texts for a 
range of purposes e.g., to 
tell a story, to recount, to 
inform 

Select and use language for effect to narrate, recount, 
describe experiences /events/ topics and/ or persuade 
the reader to accept the writer’s point of view 

Use words and phrases for providing information, verbs 
for actions, adjectives for describing persons in 
characterization 

Innovate on familiar texts 

2 2 2 Writing Grammar 

Writing and 
composition 

Write 
words/phrases/simple 
sentences about an 

Express ideas or feelings about a character or illustration 
appropriate in connected and sequenced simple 
sentences  

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing 

Writing and 
composition 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

illustration or character in 
a familiar book. 

Write short narratives/ 
simple stories that include 
elements of setting, 
characters, and plot 
(problem and resolution), 
observing the 
conventions of writing 

Narrate situations, express feelings in simple texts by:  

- describing the setting and developing the plot (e.g., 
event/s building towards the complication and 
resolution) 

- using first-person or third-person pronouns 
consistently 

- using literary techniques for characterization (e.g., 
direct speech) 

- describing characters to convey feelings and 
thoughts, physical appearance, action, reaction 

2 2 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 
composition  

Narrate situations, 
express feelings and 
convey points of view 
about the world and/ or 
fictional worlds 

Narrate a simple text using the first person to show the 
writer’s or character’s feelings and thoughts about 
actions/ events 

N/A N/A 3 Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 
Composition 

Oral Language  
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Express ideas about one’s 
self or in relation to a 
story heard/read through 
writing 

 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for 
expressing ideas, personal response  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, 
the setting and/or series of events 

2 2 3 Writing Writing and 
composition 

Use appropriate cohesive 
devices to make links 
between various items in 
a text 

Use connectors, pronouns, repetition of vocabulary 
and/or grammatical structures to create simple cohesive 
texts  

2 3 3 Writing Writing and 
composition 

Grammar 

Express feelings and 
convey points of view 
about the world and/ or 
fictional world 

Express simple opinions about a character or events in a 
story  

Express simple opinions about a topic discussed in class 

2 2 2 Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 
composition  

Generate and/ or gather 
ideas appropriate to the 
writing and representing 
tasks and topics, using 
learner strategies 

Illustrate, draw and freewriting using visuals and realia as 
stimuli 

2 2 3 Writing Writing 
composition  
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Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Read and view texts at an 
appropriate level 

Identify the main idea  

Identify the purpose of the text 

Distinguish between fact and opinion in texts  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, 
the setting and/or series of events 

3 3 3 Reading Reading 
comprehension 

Interpret simple maps, 
graphs, tables, and 
pictographs using a simple 
legend 

Discuss understandings of meaning from different types 
of visual texts e.g., pictures, diagrams, charts, icons, 
maps, graphs, tables 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Reading 
comprehension 

Visual  

Write texts for a range of 
purposes e.g., to tell a 
story, to recount, to 
inform 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for 
a range of simple familiar texts types e.g., narrative, 
recount, procedure, information report  

Write a range of simple familiar texts types e.g., 
narrative, recount, procedure, information report 
incorporating information from different sources 

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, 
the setting and/or series of events 

3 3 3 Writing Writing 
composition  
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency 

Grade levels 
Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) MT Filipino ENG 

Write short texts about 
stories listened to (e.g., 
brief description of 
character or setting, 
another ending of a story). 

Select and use words and phrases for effect to retell and 
provide details, verbs for describing actions, adjectives 
for describing characters, adverbials to locate setting  

Innovate on familiar texts e.g., by creating a new ending, 
a different setting, different characters 

3 3 3 Writing 

Listening 

Writing 
composition 

Listening 
comprehension  
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Read familiar words and 
phrases in texts 

Recognize familiar/sight/high frequency words 1 2 3 Reading Phonics and 
word 
recognition  

Identify describing words 
in simple sentences for 
people, objects, things 
and places (color, shape, 
size, height, weight, 
length, distance, etc. 

Select and use language for effect to create/ recount, 
describe experiences/events/ topics (e.g., words and 
phrases for providing information, verbs for describing 
actions, adjectives for describing persons or characters) 

Use different types of adjectives: opinion (e.g., ugly), size 
(e.g., big), age (e.g., old), temperature (e.g., cold), shape 
(e.g., round), color (e.g., blue), origin (e.g., Filipino) and 
material (e.g., plastic) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Grammar 

Use describing words in 
simple sentences for 
people, objects, things 
and places (color, shape, 
size, height, weight, 
length, distance, etc. 

Show understanding of 
word meanings through: 
realia 

picture clues 

Interpret the auditory and visual cues that enhance the 
comprehension of texts (e.g., actions, gestures, shapes, 
sizes, images) 

 

1 1 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

actions or gestures Construct meaning from simple visual texts (e.g., 
pictures, diagrams, charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables) 

Orally segment words into 
syllabic parts 

Orally blend and segment words with two and three 
syllables hopp-ing, fam-i-ly 

Identify common syllables within words 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Phonological/ 
phonemic 
awareness 

Add or substitute 
individual 
phonemes/sounds to 
make new words 

Differentiate sounds through letter blends, 
segmentation, substitution and deletion 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Phonological/ 
phonemic 
awareness 

Write correctly grade 
appropriate level words 
consisting of letters 
already learned 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements 1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

 

Spelling 

Recognize common or 
proper nouns in simple 
sentences listened to  

Use different types of nouns. For example in English: 
Common nouns: 

concrete countable (e.g., table) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Use familiar common and 
proper nouns in simple 
sentences listened to 

concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 

singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 

plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, 
sons-in-law) 

plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

without a plural marker (e.g., sheep, salmon, deer) 

Proper nouns: Names of people, places or things 
beginning with a capital letter  

Build vocabulary base 

Recognize the use of noun 
markers (e.g., a/an + 
noun) in simple sentences 
listened to 

Use different types of determiners e.g., a/ an: indefinite 
(e.g, a book, an apple), the: definite (e.g., the book, the 
apple) 

1 1 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spell frequently used 
words for example: 

words with common 
patterns such as one 
syllable words with short 
a, e, i, o and u sound in 
CVC pattern; two-syllable 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies and 
conventions, e.g., noticing visual patterns in words, 
blends, (in English) changing the ending of a word from –
y to –ies when forming the plural 

1 2 

 

2 Reading 

Writing 

Spelling  
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

words with short e, a, i, o, 
and u sound in CVC 
pattern 

high frequency 
words/sight words e.g., in 
English I me, my, has, had 

Identify personal 
pronouns correctly in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g., I, you, he, 
she, it, we, they/ me, you, 
him, her, it, us, them)  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting 
personal pronouns   

Use different personal pronouns as referring words to 
create cohesive texts to link to an object or person across 
the text  

Narrate or recount a story or event using first-person or 
third-person pronouns consistently 

1 2 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use personal pronouns 
correctly in simple spoken 
and written sentences 
(e.g., I, you, he, she, it, we, 
they/ me, you, him, her, 
it, us, them) 
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Recognize demonstrative 
pronouns (e.g., in MT ito, 
iyan, yan, dito, diyan, 
doon) in simple spoken 
and written sentences  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting 
demonstrative pronouns   

Use demonstrative pronouns to create cohesive texts to 
link to an object or person across the text  

1 3 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use demonstrative 
pronouns (e.g., in MT ito, 
iyan, yan, dito, diyan, 
doon) in simple spoken 
and written sentences 

Use forms of regular verbs 
in simple tenses (past, 
present, future) in 
sentences 

Use forms of regular verbs to indicate tense in simple 
spoken and written texts e.g., in English jump/ jumps, 
jump/ jumped, jump/ will jump  

2 2 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Build vocabulary based on 
classroom topics and 
interests  

Find familiar/ common words in a bilingual diction Write/ 
spell words in familiar word families  

or in class word lists   

Develop and use a record of words e.g., word wall, word 
bank, personal dictionaries  

2 2 2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Sort words into topics or the word class to which they 
belong  

Create or expand word 
clines using sets of 
familiar groups of words: 

verbs 
adjectives e.g., cool, cold, 
freezing 
nouns 
adverbs  

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one 
another e.g., words which are near synonyms (e.g., in the 
word cline, cool – cold – freezing) 

Use appropriate key words to represent an idea 

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

development 

Identify and use some 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homonyms 

 

Develop a rich vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a 
book that is read aloud with synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one 
another: 

- words which are synonyms (e.g., quick/ fast) 

2 2 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

development 
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Recognize possessive 
pronouns in simple 
spoken and written 
sentences (e.g., mine, 
yours, his, hers, ours, 
theirs) 

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting 
possessive pronouns   

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link 
to an object or person across the text 

2 2 3 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use possessive pronouns 
in simple spoken and 
written sentences 
(e.g.,my, our, your, his, 
hers, its, theirs) 

Recognize commonly used 
prepositions in oral and 
written texts (e.g.,on, 
over, under, to, from, 
above, etc.) 

Use prepositions to convey a variety of meanings e.g., in 
English: 

- Position (e.g., sitting on the chair) 
- Direction (e.g., running towards her) 
- Time (e.g., on Monday, during the holidays) 
- Purpose and means (e.g., for fun, with a pen) 
- Accompaniment (e.g., went with her) 

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use commonly used 
prepositions in oral and 
written texts (e.g., on, 
over, under, to, from, 
above, etc.) 
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Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Identify action verbs in 
simple tenses (present, 
past, future) with the help 
of time signals 

Highlight action verbs in familiar classroom texts  

Relate time markers to use of tense e.g., in English: 
Yesterday I went/ Tomorrow I will go 

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening  

Grammar 

Use action verbs in simple 
tenses (present, past, 
future) with the help of 
time signals 

Use simple present, past and future tenses appropriately 
in spoken and written texts   

2 2 2 Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening 

Grammar 

Write/ spell words in 
familiar word families with 
CVC patterns with short a, 
e, i, o, and u vowel sounds 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements, eg 

- three- and four-letter short vowel words (e.g., 
consonant-vowel-consonant words, such as ‘box’, 
‘cat’ and ‘tick’) 

- short-vowel (hop), long-vowel (gold), r-controlled 
vowel (e.g., part) and initial consonant-blend 
patterns (e.g., st, bl)  

Apply spelling rules and conventions consistently, e.g., 
vowel-consonant patterns e.g., blends, doubling of 
consonants, changing the ending of a word from –y to –
ies when forming the plural 

N/A N/A 2 Writing Spelling  
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Apply knowledge of 
letter–sound/ grapheme/ 
phoneme relationships to 
read new words 

Read two-syllable compound word with taught 
grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

N/A 2 N/A Reading  

Speaking 

Phonological/ 
phonemic 
awareness 

Write simple and 
compound sentences 
modelled on familiar 
sentence patterns  

 

Construct a variety of sentences related to a topic using 
conjunctions. For example in English:  

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., 

Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., 

Cheryl sings sweetly.) 
- Compound sentences: use connectors ‘and’ and ‘but’ 

to join two simple sentences (e.g., John ran. Lina 
walked. → John ran but Lina walked.) 

3 3 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Writing 
composition 

Grammar 

Use common and proper 
nouns in a sentence with 
noun markers where 
appropriate (e.g., in 
English a/an, the) 

Use common and proper nouns particular to students’ 
contextual knowledge. For example, in English: 

Common nouns: 

concrete countable (e.g., table) 

concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 

singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 

3 3 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar  
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Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, 
sons-in-law) 

plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a 
capital letter  

Use different types of determiners/ articles 

Identify and use familiar 
synonyms, antonyms and 
homonyms in oral and 
written narratives. 

Expand vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a 
book that is read aloud with synonyms/ near-
synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms, antonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one 
another: 

- words which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word 
cline, cool – cold – freezing) 

- words which are antonyms (e.g., far/ near) 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Use familiar adjectives to 
describe or compare  

 

Use different types of adjectives, e.g., quantity (e.g., 
two), opinion (e.g., ugly, smelly), factual (e.g., old, red, 
shiny), classifying (Filipino)  

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Grammar 
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Use comparatives and superlatives: 

- regular (e.g., fast/ faster/ fastest) 
- irregular (e.g., good/ better/ best) 
- with use of ‘more’ and ‘most’ (e.g., expensive/ more 

expensive/ most expensive) 

In English: Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow 
duckling) 

- Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is 
yellow.) 

Speaking 

Recognize adverbs of 
time, manner and place in 
written and oral texts 

 

Understand meaning of different types of common 
adverbs which give surrounding details in texts e.g.: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly  

Use different types of common adverbs to give details 
e.g.: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly) 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use adverbs of time, 
manner and place in 
written and oral texts 
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Recognize simple 
adverbial phrases of time, 
manner and place in 
written and oral texts. 

Understand meaning of different types of common 
adverbial phrases which give surrounding details in texts 
e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g., in the afternoon, on 

Tuesday, every day)adverbial phrases of manner 
(e.g., by bus, with a laugh)  

Use different types of common adverbial phrases which 
give surrounding details in spoken and written texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g., in the afternoon, on 

Tuesday, every day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g., by bus, with a 

laugh)  

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use simple adverbial 
phrases of time, manner 
and place in written and 
oral texts. 

Use plural form of regular 
nouns by adding /s/ or 
/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, 
wishes,) 

Use regular plural forms of nouns in spoken and written 
texts 

N/A N/A 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spelling 
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Use plural from of 
frequently occurring 
irregular nouns (e.g., 
children, feet, teeth) 

Use regular plural forms of commonly used nouns in 
spoken and written texts 

N/A N/A 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spelling 

Use parts of the verb ‘to 
be’ (am, is, are was, were) 
correctly in simple 
sentences 

Create sentences in simple spoken or written texts using 
am/is/was/ were  

 

N/A N/A 3 Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Read one or two syllable 
words with initial and/ or 
final consonant digraphs 
(e.g., in English ‘ch ’and 
‘sh’) 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter 
patterns: 

- consonant digraphs in initial position e.g., th, sh, ch, 
wh 

- consonant digraphs in final position e.g., th, sh, ch 

N/A N/A 3 Reading Phonics and 
word 
recognition 

Read one or two syllable 
words with initial and final 
consonant blends (e.g., in 
English pl, tr, nd, mp) 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter 
patterns: 

initial consonant blends (e.g., sw, sn, sk, bl, br, cl, cr, dr, 
fl, gl, pl, pr,  sl, sm, sp, st, tr, tw,  thr, str, scr) 

final consonant blends (e.g., nd, nk, nt, mp) 

N/A N/A 3 Reading Phonics and 
word 
recognition 
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Spell frequently used 
words with common 
patterns e.g.: 

one- to- two syllable 
words with initial and final 
consonant blends (e.g., in 
English pl, tr, nd, mp) and 
consonant digraphs (e.g., 
in English ch and sh) 

split digraph words (long 
vowel sound): a-e (e.g. 
make), e-e (e.g., these), i-e 
(hive), o-e (e.g., hope), u-e 
(e.g., cube) 

expanded range of high 
frequency words e.g., in 
English I me, my, has, had  

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies, e.g., 

- matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, 
blending) 

- noticing visual patterns in words 
- identifying word families 

N/A N/A 3 Writing 

Reading 

Spelling 

Read words with common 
prefixes and/or suffixes 
e.g., unhappy, helpful 

Recognize how words are formed by joining prefixes and 
suffixes to base words (e.g., en + large → enlarge) 

N/A N/A 3 Reading 

Listening 

Vocabulary  
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Essential 

Competencies 

Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Spell words with common 
prefixes and/or suffixes 
e.g., unhappy, helpful 

Understand how word meanings can change through the 
use of prefixes and suffixes  

Apply spelling rules and conventions consistently, e.g., 
changing the class of a word by adding a suffix or prefix, 
tense and plural markers 

Speaking 

Read phrases and 
sentences with words 
containing split digraph 
words (long vowel sound) 

Read words with taught familiar vowel digraphs e.g., a-e 
(e.g., make), e-e (e.g., these), i-e (hive), o-e (e.g., hope), 
u-e (e.g., cube) 

N/A N/A 3 Reading 

Speaking 

Phonics and 
Word 
Recognition  

Spell words containing 
vowel digraphs and 
common long vowels 

Write common words with familiar vowel digraphs - e.g., 
ai, ay, ea, ee, oo, oa 

- Apply spelling strategies, e.g., 
- matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, 

blending) 
- noticing visual patterns in words 
- making analogies from familiar words (e.g., 

identifying word families) 

N/A N/A 3 Reading 

Writing 

Spelling  
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use simple dictionaries 
and word charts 

 

Contribute to and use word lists in MT/Filipino/English 
related to personal experiences and topics explored in 
the classroom/homes/environment  

 

1 1 

 

2 Reading 

Writing 

Vocabulary 

Recall or repeat familiar or 
favorite parts of a text 
using memory or home 
language resources 

 

Use familiar sentence patterns and words from 
MT/Filipino/English, to communicate ideas of classroom 
Filipino/MT/English  

1 1 

 

2 Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Relate the 
MT/Filipino/English 
equivalent of familiar/ 
common words in 
MT/Filipio/English  

Transfer knowledge of words and spoken discourse 
patterns from MT/Filipino/English to additional languages 
(MT/Filipino/English) with recognition of cultural 
appropriateness 

Check MT/Filipino/English bilingual dictionary for 
meanings 

2 2 

 

2 Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Respond to spoken texts 
to clarify meanings heard 

Use MT/Filipino/English resources to support 
understanding of classroom in additional languages 
(MT/Filipino/English)  

2 2 2 Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Essential 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Grade levels Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

MT Filipino ENG 

while drawing on personal 
experiences 

- Indicate response appropriately while listening and 
viewing, e.g., seek clarification and elaboration 

- Make simple connections to real life and personal 
experiences 

- Present ideas, opinions and experiences with 
confidence, e.g., paraphrase information for 
verification, clarification or confirmation 

Use different sources of 
information, including 
cultural knowledge, to 
understand literal and 
inferred meanings e.g., 
pictures, title, knowledge 
of context, knowledge of 
topic, text structure and 
language 

Use MT, Filipino and English resources to support 
classroom learning: 

Use classroom word lists or check MT/Filipino/English 
bilingual dictionary for meanings  

Make simple generalizations using information from 
more than one source 

Make inferences and provide evidence when reading or 
listening to a text read aloud 

Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, 
e.g., paraphrase information for verification, clarification 
or confirmation 

Develop a rich vocabulary through using a dictionary and/ 
or online resources to look up/ clarify meaning of words 

3 3 3 Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading 
comprehension  

Vocabulary 
Development 
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Mother Tongue Essential Competencies 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten Standard Mother Tongue 

The learner demonstrates skills and strategies in phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, sound-letter correspondences, decoding, vocabulary 
and comprehension as they enjoy listening and responding to a variety of texts in their Mother Tongue.  
 

MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Listen to culturally relevant 
narratives, rhymes and poems and 
participate in a range of post-
listening tasks 

e.g.: 

discuss main character, setting, 
events 

predict ending 

ask questions about the text 

 

Recite and sing familiar rhymes and songs  

Pay attention when a story is being read 

Respond to stories with appropriate facial expressions and/or gestures (e.g., 
smile, frown, laugh or clap) 

Join in repetitive phrases   

Show understanding of the story/rhyme/poem by responding to questions and 
talking about the characters and events 

Identify the main events/characters in a story that is read aloud 

Comment on the pictures or illustrations 

Present a simple response by, e.g., drawing favorite character or events  

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print 
Knowledge 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

 Retell key events 

Make connections between a text and personal experiences/real life 

Participate in simple group activities based on shared texts 

Respond appropriately to familiar 
and culturally significant polite 
expressions: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, offering 
help 

Use language to produce spontaneous and planned spoken texts according to 
social norms and cultural values in different situations, to, e.g., 

- greet others (Good Morning/Afternoon) 

- express appreciation and gratitude (Thank You/You’re Welcome) 

- make requests (Please…./May I…..) 

- apologize or excuse (Excuse Me/I’m Sorry) 

- decline an offer (No, thank you) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Oral language 

Use familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions 
appropriately: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, offering 
help 

Follow simple one to two- step oral 
directions 

Understand and follow one- to two-step verbal instructions (e.g., “Draw a 
picture and color it.”) 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual procedural 
texts about familiar activities: e.g., instructions for completing an activity, 
directions, recipes 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Describe how families are different 
and similar to each other 

Compare family members e.g., how many people in the family, who is in the 
family 

Discuss family activities  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 
Listening  

 

Communicate love and respect  
towards members of the family and 
to older members and the elderly 

Obeying commands/requests 

“Pagmamano” or kissing of hand as a sign of respect 

Use polite greetings/expressions 

Use words of affection (I love you Papa/Mama) 

Say  “Sorry, I don’t mean it”, “Thank you”, “You’re welcome” as needed 

Listening to the advice of parents and other relatives 

Show interest in what the adults / elderly and other members of the family are 
thinking and doing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 
Listening  

 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate in classroom speaking 
events, such as rhymes, songs, 
jingles, poems and chants. 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Poetry (e.g., rhymes, chants) 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the appropriate 
voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., through reciting 
poems/rhymes and stories) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Identify rhyming words in rhymes, 
songs, jingles, poems, and chants 

Identify rhyming words in familiar rhymes, songs, jingles, poems, and chants 

Suggest other words that rhyme with those in familiar rhymes 

Innovate on rhymes by substituting different rhyming words  

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Talk about oneself and one’s 
personal experiences using 
appropriate expressions (family, 
pet, favorite food), personal 
experiences (friends, favorite toys, 
etc.) 

Talk about personal experiences with others (e.g., tell his/her friends about an 
outing) 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Talk about family members, pets, 
toys, foods, or members of the 
community using various 
appropriate descriptive words 

Use common nouns or proper nouns to name family members, pets, toys, foods 
or members of the community 

Use common or familiar adjectives in descriptions of family members, pets, 
toys, foods or members of the community 

Identify roles of family members or members of the community 

Express likes or dislikes about pets, toys or foods 

Use actions verbs to represent activity of family members or members of the 
community  

Speaking 

Listening 

 

Oral language 
Listening  

Grammar 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Communicate using a small range of 
structures, e.g., declarative 
sentence, question, command 

Use simple sentence structures to communicate with others 

Ask a range of simple questions e.g., about a friend’s activity or interest, about 
a classroom topic, about a story read  

Give simple directions to others  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Use appropriate vocabulary when 
discussing school topics  

Use common and proper nouns to name the places and the things found in the 
classroom, school and community 

Use adjectives to describe the different kinds of weather (sunny, rainy, cloudy, 
stormy, windy) 

Tell the names of the days in a week, months in a year 

Name and describe common animals 

Name and describe common plants 

Speaking  

Listening  

Reading  

Writing 

Vocabulary  

Oral language  

Participate in choral speaking and 
echo reading of short poems, 
rhymes and stories with repeated 
patterns and refrains in MT 

Participate in class performances of songs, poems and rhymes 

Join in familiar or repetitive phrases  

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Respond appropriately in a range of 
common social and classroom 
situations 

Listen to others when they are speaking and show understanding by responding 
with appropriate gestures (e.g., nod/shake head) 

Understand classroom routines and school rules 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Show understanding of 
story/rhyme/poem by responding 
to questions and talking about the 
characters and events 

Talk about the pictures/illustrations in the book to help them make sense of the 
story 

Respond appropriately to ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ questions about the 
story/rhyme/poem 

Sequence events in the story (e.g., by drawing or putting pictures in the correct 
sequence) 

Retell key events in the story 

Predict what will happen next based on picture cues from the story and/or prior 
knowledge 

Talk about their favorite character in the story (e.g., why they like the 
character) or favorite part of the story) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Comprehension 

Book knowledge  

 

Understand concepts of print in MT 
and use common terms in MT and 
(e.g., cover, title page, word, letter 
etc.) 

Have print and book awareness 

Identify common terms relating to books (e.g., title page, author, illustrator, 
front/ back cover, table of contents) 

Show interest in books (e.g., point and look at pictures in the book closely, 
comment or ask questions about the story) 

Handle a book in the correct way (e.g., hold the book upright and turn pages 
from right to left when reading) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Point out the title and author of a book 

Point to the first word on a page of a story book to indicate where the teacher 
should start reading 

Point to words as teacher reads the story 

Tell that a word is made up of letters 

Recognise familiar/sight/high 
frequency words 

 

Recognise familiar logos and signs around them 

Recognise own name 

Recognise familiar words in the classroom (e.g., words on labels and word 
walls) 

Recognise sight/high frequency words in books and print around them 

Use pictures to talk about the meaning of words in the story 

Use sound/spelling patter n to read words (e.g., words in the ‘at’ family) 

Recognise words from their favourite books 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Word and phonic 
knowledge  

Book knowledge  

 

Recognize repetitive or some 
commonly used words  

Identify repetitive words or phrases in known texts 

Recognize some familiar or commonly used words in context 

Recognize some words in the classroom environment e.g., labels  

Reading 

Writing 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Use knowledge of letters and 
sounds to attempt words 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns (common patterns, 
e.g., vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel, consonant-vowel-consonant) 

 

Reading 

Writing 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Trace, copy, and write the letters of 
the alphabet 

Trace, copy, and write the letters of the alphabet: straight lines (A,E,F,H,I L,T), 
combination of straight and slanting lines (K, M,N, V, W, X, Y, Z), 

combination of straight and curved lines (B, C, D, G, J, O, P, Q, R, S, U), rounded 
strokes with loops 

Show beginning control and manipulation when holding a 
crayon/pencil/marker 

Show proper posture and hold crayon/pencil/marker with correct pencil grip 

Print lower- and upper-case letters neatly and legibly 

Reading  

Writing 

Print knowledge 

Recognise differences in words   

 

Play with sounds by stretching beginning or ending sounds (e.g., sssnake, 
buzzzzz) 

Pick out words that have the same beginning sound (e.g., ‘ball’ and ‘boy’) 

Pick out the word that is different based on its beginning sound (e.g., ‘cat’ has a 
different beginning sound from ‘sun’ and ‘sea’) 

Pick out words that have the same ending sound (e.g., ‘mat’ and ‘sit’) 

Identify words that are different in a group of words 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet knowledge 

Phonological/ 
Phonemic awareness 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Recognize some upper- and lower-
case letters of the alphabet and 
associated phonemes 

Name the letters of alphabet 

 

Say the most common phoneme/sound for single-letter graphemes/ letters  

Match sounds to their corresponding letters 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet knowledge 

Phonics 

Present a response by, e.g., 
retelling the story, drawing  

Retell main sequence of events 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Draw a response to a text 

Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 

Identify sequence of events  Retell simple stories using common sequencing words (before, after, first, next, 
last) 

Retell personal experiences using common sequencing words (before, after, 
first, next, last) 

Speaking  

Listening  

Reading  

Writing 

Vocabulary  

Grammar 

Oral language  

Use drawing, mark making, symbols 
and writing with invented and 
conventional spelling to 
communicate ideas and information 

Write given name using upper- and lower-case letters 

Form upper- and lower-case letters of the alphabet 

Copy words and phrases from the environment, books, signs etc with 
understanding of basic writing conventions (e.g., spaces between words, 
appropriate use of upper and lower case letters) 

Write lists or labels for pictures 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Write ideas in words, sentence fragments or simple sentences   

Use different forms of writing during play (e.g., make a shopping list, create a 
card for a friend) 

Move from left to right when copying phrases 

Put spacing between words 

Talk about or draw ideas for writing or drawing  

Talk about the purpose and audience of familiar imaginative and informative 
texts  

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Identify and describe family 
members, school personnel, and 
community helpers, and the roles 
they play/ jobs they do/things they 
use 

Use common nouns and proper nouns to name family members, school 
personnel and community helpers 

Use simple sentences to describe roles or to show appreciation of family 
members, school personnel, and community helpers 

Use familiar adjectives to describe features and characteristics  

Use actions verbs to represent activity of family members or members of the 
community 

Label drawings of family members, school personnel, and community helpers 

Speaking  

Listening  

Reading  

Writing 

 

Vocabulary  

Grammar 

Oral language  
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Identify and describe plants and 
animals  

Use common and proper nouns to name animals or plants 

Use adjectives to describe the appearance and features of animals or plants 

Use actions verbs to identify activities of animals  

Make simple comparisons of animals and plants 

Use simple sentences to report on animals or plants  

Speaking  

Listening  

Reading  

Writing 

 

Vocabulary  

Grammar 

Oral language  

Show understanding of word 
meanings through: 

a. realia 

b. picture clues 

actions or gestures 

Interpret the auditory and visual cues that enhance the comprehension of texts 
(e.g., actions, gestures, shapes, sizes, images) 

Construct meaning from simple visual texts (e.g., pictures, diagrams, icons) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 

Orally segment words into syllabic 
parts 

Orally blend and segment words with two and three syllables hopp-ing, fam-i-ly 

Identify common syllables within words by clapping 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ 
phonemic awareness 

Spelling 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use simple dictionaries and word 
charts 

Contribute to and use word lists in MT/Filipino/English related to personal 
experiences and topics explored in the classroom/homes/environment  

Reading Vocabulary 
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MT Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Writing 

Distinguish MT from other 
languages 

Recognize that words heard, spoken or in the print environment might be 
written in different languages 

Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 
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Grade One 

Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Listen to culturally relevant 
narratives and participate in a 
range of post-listening tasks 

e.g.: 

discuss character, setting, events 

discuss problem and resolution  

sequence three events 

identify narrator 

predict ending 

ask questions about the text 

retell the story 

relate events to own experience 

Show understanding of the story/rhyme/poem by responding to questions 
and talking about the characters and events 

Make predictions (about subsequent action or activity) by using: 

- contextual clues (e.g., title, participants, setting, visuals, key words) 
- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 
- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 

Make inferences (about purpose, intention, theme/ message) by using: 

contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Ask questions at different levels about the text 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Make simple generalizations (such as the moral of a story) by: 

- identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Retell sequence of events 

Make connections between a text and personal experiences/real life 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print Knowledge 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Respond appropriately to 
familiar and culturally significant 
polite expressions: greetings, 
leave takings, expressing 
gratitude and apology, asking 
permission, offering help 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Conversations (e.g., requests, explanations, self-introduction, pair/ 
group/ panel discussions 

Use language to produce spontaneous and planned spoken texts according 
to social norms and cultural values in different situations, to, e.g., 

- greet others 
- express appreciation and gratitude 
- make requests 
- decline an offer 

Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Oral language 

Use familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions 
appropriately: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, 
offering help 

Follow simple one to three- step 
oral directions 

Understand and follow one- to two-step verbal instructions (e.g., “Draw a 
picture and color it.”) 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual 
procedural texts: e.g., instructions for completing an activity, directions, 
recipes 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Give simple three to five step 
directions 

Select and use action verbs for effect to instruct the reader 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures 

Use imperative verb form 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use time connectives to sequence steps or directions (e.g., first, second, 
then, next) 

Record the steps taken to do or make something by: 

- sequencing and/ or describing steps to be carried out or conditions to 
be observed 

Use action verbs when narrating 
simple experiences 

Use familiar action verbs to tell a simple story Speaking  

Writing 

Grammar 

Discuss the illustrations on the 
cover and predict what the story 
may be about 

Make predictions e.g., about the kind of text, what it might be about, 
events, words that might be in the text, its theme/ message 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print knowledge 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate in classroom 
speaking events, such as rhymes, 
songs, jingles, poems and 
chants. 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Poetry (e.g., rhymes, cinquains, haiku) 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the 
appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., 
through reciting poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological Awareness 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Identify rhyming words in 
rhymes, songs, jingles, poems, 
and chants 

Identify and read common word endings, rhyming words Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological Awareness 

Talk about oneself and one’s 
personal experiences using 
appropriate expressions (family, 
pet, favorite food), personal 
experiences (friends, favorite 
toys, etc.) 

Talk about personal experiences with others (e.g., tell his/her friends about 
an outing to the park) 

 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Recognize common action verbs 
in simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation) 

 

Use common action verbs in 
simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures. For example in 
English: 

- Imperative verb form 
- Transitive verbs: take an object (e.g., She bought a pen.) 
- Intransitive verbs: take no object (e.g., The dog barked.) 

Construct a variety of simple sentences. e.g., in English: 

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings 

sweetly.) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Participate in choral speaking 
and echo reading of short 
poems, rhymes and stories with 
repeated patterns and refrains 
in MT 

Participate in class performances of songs, poems and rhymes Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Understand concepts of print in 
MT and Filipino and use 
common terms in MT and 
Filipino (e.g., cover, title page, 
word, letter etc.) 

 

Have print and book awareness 

Identify common terms relating to books (e.g., title page, author, 
illustrator, front/ back cover, table of contents) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print knowledge 

Recognize upper and lower case 
letters of the alphabet and 
associated phonemes 

Name the letters of alphabet 

Say the most common phoneme/sound for all single-letter graphemes/ 
letters  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet knowledge 

Use knowledge of letters and 
sounds to blend syllables and 
words 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: syllables 
(common patterns, e.g., vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel, consonant-
vowel-consonant) 

Reading 

Writing 

Word and phonic knowledge 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies, e.g., using knowledge of 
phonic elements, matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, 
blending) 

Read phrases, sentences and 
short stories containing 2-
syllable words 

Apply knowledge of letter–sound relationships to read new words  Reading 

Speaking 

Fluency 

Read short texts at appropriate 
level 

Read year level-appropriate literary and informational texts/ readers e.g., 
narratives, recounts, procedures  

Read with accuracy, fluency, comprehension and appropriate expression, 
pacing, and intonation  

Read and view a variety of reading-age-appropriate and high-interest 
books and texts from print and non-print sources sheets 

Use key words to understand the main idea  

Read and view simple texts independently  

Use some phonic and contextual knowledge to decode simple texts   

 

Reading 

 

Word and phonic knowledge 

Comprehension 

Present a response by, e.g., 
retelling the story, rating the 
book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Retell main sequence of events 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write for a familiar purpose Talk about or draw ideas for writing  

Talk about the purpose and audience of familiar imaginative and 
informative texts  

Write lists or labels for pictures 

Write ideas in words, sentence fragments or simple sentences   

Write simple texts e.g., recount, story 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  

Write with proper spacing, 
punctuation and capitalization 
when applicable. 

Print lower- and upper-case letters neatly and legibly 

Use regular and appropriate spacing between letters, words, sentences 
and/ or paragraphs 

Writing Word and letter knowledge 

 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Read familiar words and phrases 
in texts 

Recognize familiar/sight/high frequency words Reading Phonics and word 
recognition  

Identify describing words in 
simple sentences for people, 
objects, things and places (color, 
shape, size, height, weight, 
length, distance, etc. 

 

Select and use language for effect to create/ recount, describe 
experiences/events/ topics (e.g., words and phrases for providing 
information, verbs for describing actions, adjectives for describing persons 
in characters) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Grammar 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use describing words in simple 
sentences for people, objects, 
things and places (color, shape, 
size, height, weight, length, 
distance, etc. 

Use different types of adjectives: opinion (e.g., ugly), size (e.g., big), age 
(e.g., old), temperature (e.g., cold), shape (e.g., round), color (e.g., blue), 
origin (e.g., Filipino) and material (e.g., plastic) 

Show understanding of word 
meanings through: 

realia 

picture clues 

actions or gestures 

Interpret the auditory and visual cues that enhance the comprehension of 
texts (e.g., actions, gestures, shapes, sizes, images) 

Construct meaning from simple visual texts (e.g., pictures, diagrams, 
charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 

Orally segment words into 
syllabic parts 

Orally blend and segment words with two and three syllables hopp-ing, 
fam-i-ly 

Identify common syllables within words 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 

Add or substitute individual 
phonemes/sounds to make new 
words 

Differentiate sounds through letter blends, segmentation, substitution and 
deletion 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write correctly grade one level 
words consisting of letters 
already learned 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements Reading 

Writing 

Spelling 

Recognize common or proper 
nouns in simple sentences 
listened to  

 

- Use different types of nouns. For example in English:  
- Common nouns: 
- concrete countable (e.g., table) 
- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 
- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 
- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-law) 
- plural – irregular (e.g., children) 
- without a plural marker (e.g., sheep, salmon, deer) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital letter  

Build vocabulary base 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use familiar common and proper 
nouns in simple sentences 
listened to  

 

Recognize the use of noun 
markers (e.g. a/an + noun) in 
simple sentences listened to 

Use different types of determiners e.g. a/ an: indefinite (e.g, a book, an 
apple), the: definite (e.g. the book, the apple) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spell frequently used words for 
example: 

words with common patterns 
such as one syllable words with 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies and conventions, e.g., 
noticing visual patterns in words, blends, (in English) changing the ending 
of a word from –y to –ies when forming the plural 

Reading 

Writing 

Spelling  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

short a, e, i, o and u sound in 
CVC pattern; two-syllable words 
with short e, a, i, o, and u sound 
in CVC pattern 

high frequency words/sight 
words e.g. in English I me, my, 
has, had 

Identify personal pronouns 
correctly in simple spoken and 
written sentences (e.g. I, you, 
he, she, it, we, they/ me, you, 
him, her, it, us, them)  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting personal pronouns   

 

Use different personal pronouns as referring words to create cohesive 
texts to link to an object or person across the text  

 

Narrate or recount a story or event using first-person or third-person 
pronouns consistently 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use personal pronouns correctly 
in simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. I, you, he, she, it, 
we, they/ me, you, him, her, it, 
us, them) 

Recognize demonstrative 
pronouns (e.g. in MT ito, iyan, 
yan, dito, diyan, doon) in simple 
spoken and written sentences  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting demonstrative 
pronouns   

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use demonstrative pronouns 
(e.g. in MT ito, iyan, yan, dito, 
diyan, doon) in simple spoken 
and written sentences 

Use demonstrative pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object 
or person across the text 

 

Listening 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use simple dictionaries and 
word charts 

Contribute to and use word lists in MT and Filipino related to personal 
experiences and topics explored in the classroom/homes/environment  

 

Reading 

Writing 

Vocabulary 

Recall or repeat familiar or 
favorite parts of a text using 
memory or home language 
resources 

Use familiar sentence patterns and words from MT to communicate ideas 
of classroom Filipino 

Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Vocabulary Development 
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Grade Two 

Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Identify the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 

 

Discuss the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 

Show understanding of the story by responding to questions and talking 
about the characters and events 

Identify themes as big ideas in stories/ poems 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Identity and study characters and their actions (e.g., identify character 
types and draw conclusions about them) 

Make simple generalizations e.g. identifying the gist/ main idea and key 
details 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 

Participate actively during story 
reading by (for example): 

making comments  

asking questions 

using clues to answer questions 

clarifying understanding  

justifying predictions before, 
during and after reading 

Ask questions at different levels about the texts read or viewed (literal, 
inferring, evaluative) 

- Respond to a text with e.g., 
- reasons 
- simple judgement 
- personal interpretations 

Provide evidence to support points stated 

Make and check predictions (e.g., based on contextual evidence) 

Explain whether predictions about the content of a text are acceptable or 
should be modified and why 

Speaking 

Listening 

Attitude 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Respond with suggestions, feedback, alternative viewpoints respectfully 
and politely, e.g., 

- provide positive verbal and non-verbal feedback 
- give comments or interject only as appropriate 
- agree/ disagree at appropriate times and politely 

Differentiate between culturally 
relevant fiction and non-fiction 
texts listened to by looking at 
the cover, title and illustrations 

Show understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts shared in 
the classroom e.g. what is on the cover, whether the text is about a real-
life topic, identifying if the book has characters  

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening comprehension 

Identify important details in a 
range of non-fiction texts read at 
an appropriate level (e.g. 
information report, explanation, 
argument, procedure) 

Make simple generalizations by identifying the gist/ main idea and key 
details 

Draw conclusions from main idea, key details and specific examples from a 
text 

Note and recall main ideas and key details 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 

Retell and/or reenact events 
from different forms of culturally 
relevant narratives (e.g. short 
stories, legends, fables, fairy 
tales) 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Retell sequence of events 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts (legends, fables, poems) 
through dramatization 

Use appropriate gestures, oral language, actions to respond to texts Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate actively during story 
reading by making comments 
and asking questions 

Express comments or responses to stories in sentences 

Respond to peers’ comments in sentences 

Ask questions about the text to clarify understanding  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Talk about famous people, 
places, events, etc. using 
descriptive and action words in 
complete sentences 

Describe well known people, places and events using common adjectives  

Shares feelings and thoughts about well known people, places and events 

Use action verbs in sentences about well known people, places and events  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Participate in and initiate in 
extended social conversation or 
dialogue with peers, adults on 
unfamiliar topics  

Use appropriate language or dialect to interact with speakers of the same 
language  

Ask for repetition or clarification to confirm understanding or find our 
others’ ideas  

Contribute to small group and whole-class discussion 

Use conversation partners to support understanding 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize appropriate ways of 
speaking that vary according to 
purposes, audience, and subject 
matter 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the 
appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., 
through reciting poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Make inferences (about 
purpose, intention, theme/ 
message) about a story heard or 
listened to 

Use a range of clues to support inferences, e.g.: 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 
- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 
- contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Reading 

 

Word and phonic knowledge 

Comprehension    

Write simple texts for a range of 
purposes e.g. to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Select and use language for effect to narrate, recount, describe 
experiences /events/ topics and/ or persuade the reader to accept the 
writer’s point of view 

Use words and phrases for providing information, verbs for actions, 
adjectives for describing persons in characterization 

Innovate on familiar texts 

Writing Grammar 

Writing and composition 

Write words/phrases/simple 
sentences about an illustration 
or character in a familiar book. 

Express ideas or feelings about a character or illustration appropriate in 
connected and sequenced simple sentences  

Reading 

Writing 

Writing and composition 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write short narratives/ simple 
stories that include elements of 
setting, characters, and plot 
(problem and resolution), 
observing the conventions of 
writing 

Narrate situations, express feelings in simple texts by:  

- describing the setting and developing the plot (e.g., event/s building 
towards the complication and resolution) 

- using first-person or third-person pronouns consistently 
- using literary techniques for characterization (e.g., direct speech) 
- describing characters to convey feelings and thoughts, physical 

appearance, action, reaction 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  

Express ideas about one’s self or 
in relation to a story heard/read 
through writing 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for expressing ideas, 
personal response  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Writing Writing and composition 

Use appropriate cohesive 
devices to make links between 
various items in a text 

Use connectors, pronouns, repetition of vocabulary and/or grammatical 
structures to create simple cohesive texts 

Writing Writing and composition 

Grammar 

Express feelings and convey 
points of view about the world 
and/ or fictional worlds 

Express simple opinions about a character or events in a story  

Express simple opinions about a topic discussed in class 

Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing composition  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Generate and/ or gather ideas 
appropriate to the writing and 
representing tasks and topics, 
using learner strategies 

Illustrate, draw and freewriting using visuals and realia as stimuli Writing Writing composition  

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Use forms of regular verbs in 
simple tenses (past, present, 
future) in sentences 

Use forms of regular verbs to indicate tense in simple spoken and written 
texts e.g. in English jump/ jumps, jump/ jumped, jump/ will jump 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Build vocabulary based on 
classroom topics and interests  

Find familiar/ common words in a bilingual dictionary or in class word lists 

Develop and use a record of words e.g., word wall, word bank, personal 
dictionaries  

Sort words into topics or the word class to which they belong 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary Development 

Create or expand word clines 
using sets of familiar groups of 
words: 

verbs 

adjectives e.g. cool, cold, 
freezing 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another e.g. words 
which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – freezing) 

Use appropriate key words to represent an idea 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

nouns 

adverbs  

Identify and use some 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homonyms 

Develop a rich vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read 
aloud with synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are synonyms (e.g., quick/ fast) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 

Recognize possessive pronouns 
in simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs) 

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting possessive pronouns   

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object or 
person across the text 

 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use possessive pronouns in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. my, our, your, 
his, hers, its, theirs) 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize commonly used 
prepositions in oral and written 
texts (e.g. on, over, under, to, 
from, above, etc.) 

Use prepositions to convey a variety of meanings e.g in English: 

- Position (e.g., sitting on the chair) 
- Direction (e.g., running towards her) 
- Time (e.g., on Monday, during the holidays) 
- Purpose and means (e.g., for fun, with a pen) 
- Accompaniment (e.g., went with her) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use commonly used 
prepositions in oral and written 
texts (e.g. on, over, under, to, 
from, above, etc.) 

Identify action verbs in simple 
tenses (present, past, future) 
with the help of time signals 

Highlight action verbs in familiar classroom texts  

Relate time markers to use of tense e.g. Yesterday I went/ Tomorrow I will 
go 

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening  

Grammar 

Use action verbs in simple 
tenses (present, past, future) 
with the help of time signals 

Use simple present, past and future tenses appropriately in spoken and 
written texts   

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening 

 

 

Grammar 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Relate the MT equivalent of 
familiar/ common words to the 
English or Filipino 

Transfer knowledge of words and spoken discourse patterns from MT to 
English and Filipino with recognition of cultural appropriateness 

Check MT–Filipino or English bilingual dictionary for meanings 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary Development 

Respond to spoken texts to 
clarify meanings heard while 
drawing on personal experiences 

Use MT resources to support understanding of classroom Filipino and 
English, for example:  

Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g. seek 
clarification and elaboration 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g. paraphrase 
information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 
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Grade Three 

Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Distinguish between fiction and 
non-fiction texts through an 
expanded range of resources 
e.g. through language, cultural 
knowledge, pictures, layout or 
topic 

Show extended understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts 
shared in the classroom e.g. the layout of the text, the images on the cover 
and throughout, the language used in the text, purpose and audience  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

 

Attitude 

Identify the different structures 
of familiar genres (e.g. narrative, 
recount, procedure, information 
report) 

Demonstrate awareness of the purpose (e.g. to entertain, to recount, to 
instruct, to inform) and organizational structure of common text types 
texts e.g. narrative – orientation, complication, resolution; recount – 
orientation, sequence of events, personal comment; procedure – goal, 
materials/ ingredients, method; information report – general statement/ 
general classification, facts about the subject 

Draw on prior knowledge, including cultural knowledge and organizational 
structures e.g., how an information report is structured 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening  

Ask questions about short 
factual texts to identify the main 
ideas 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts 
read or viewed 

Reading 

Listening 

Reading comprehension  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Respond to questions about 
short factual texts to identify the 
main ideas 

Respond to questions (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts read or 
viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write short responses to questions about factual texts read or viewed  

Speaking 

Writing 

Ask questions about short 
stories to identify the main ideas 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g. literal, inferential) about fictional 
stories read or viewed 

Respond to questions (e.g. literal, inferential) about stories read or viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write short responses to questions about stories read or viewed  

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Respond to questions about 
short stories to identify the main 
ideas 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts in a variety of creative 
ways e.g. role playing, show and 
tell, radio play/ podcast/ 
broadcast/reporting/poster 
presentations 

Use appropriate oral and/ or visual forms e.g., skits, puppet plays, oral 
reports, posters to present responses to a range of texts for different 
purposes and audiences 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

 

 

 

Oral language  

Attitude 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Use different kinds of sentences 
in a dialogue (e.g. declarative, 
interrogative, exclamatory, 
imperative) 

Construct different sentence types:  

- Declarative (e.g., Rosa is my friend.) 
- Interrogative (e.g., Who is James?) 
- Imperative (e.g., Sit down.) 
- Existential (e.g., Once upon a time there was a prince.) 
- Negative sentences (e.g., It was not a rainy day.) 
- Exclamatory (e.g., What a beautiful day!) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Grammar 

Listen and respond to others in 
oral conversation 

Listen to and respond to a variety of spoken texts, e.g., requests, 
explanations, self-introduction, pair/ group discussions 

Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g. nod in 
agreement or to indicate understanding, provide feedback, seek 
clarification and elaboration 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Initiate conversations with peers 
and adults in a variety of school 
settings 

Initiate and maintain short, structured social interactions with increasing 
fluency 

Interact and respond appropriately verbally and non-verbally in simple 
conversations with teacher or peers 

 

 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Reads and view texts at an 
appropriate level 

 

Identify the main idea  

Identify the purpose of the text 

Distinguish between fact and opinion in texts  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Reading Reading comprehension 

Interpret simple maps, graphs, 
tables, and pictographs using a 
simple legend 

Discuss understandings of meaning from different types of visual texts e.g., 
pictures, diagrams, charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables 

Reading 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Visual  

Write texts for a range of 
purposes e.g. to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for a range of simple 
familiar texts types e.g. narrative, recount, procedure, information report   

Write a range of simple familiar texts types e.g. narrative, recount, 
procedure, information report incorporating information from different 
sources 

Writing Writing composition  

Write short texts about stories 
listened to (e.g. brief description 
of character or setting, another 
ending of a story). 

Select and use words and phrases for effect to retell and provide details, 
verbs for describing actions, adjectives for describing characters, 
adverbials to locate setting  

Innovate on familiar texts e.g. by creating a new ending, a different setting, 
different characters 

Writing 

Listening 

Writing composition 

Listening comprehension  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Write simple and compound 
sentences modelled on familiar 
sentence patterns  

 

Construct a variety of sentences related to a topic using conjunctions. For 
example in English:  

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings 

sweetly.) 
- Compound sentences: use connectors ‘and’ and ‘but’ to join two 

simple sentences (e.g., John ran. Lina walked. → John ran but Lina 
walked.) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Writing composition 

Grammar 

Use common and proper nouns 
in a sentence with noun markers 
where appropriate (e.g. in 
English a/an, the) 

Use common and proper nouns particular to students’ contextual 
knowledge. For example, in English: 

- Common nouns: 
- concrete countable (e.g., table) 
- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 
- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 
- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-law) 
- plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital letter  

Use different types of determiners/ articles 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize possessive pronouns 
in simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs) 

 

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object or 
person  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting possessive pronouns   

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use possessive pronouns in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. my, our, your, 
his, hers, its, theirs) 

Identify and use familiar 
synonyms, antonyms and 
homonyms in oral and written 
narratives. 

Expand vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read 
aloud with synonyms/ near-synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms, antonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – 
freezing) 

- words which are antonyms (e.g., far/ near) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use familiar adjectives to 
describe or compare  

 

Use different types of adjectives, e.g. quantity (e.g. two), opinion (e.g., 
ugly, smelly), factual (e.g. old, red, shiny), classifying (Filipino)  

Use comparatives and superlatives: 

- regular (e.g., fast/ faster/ fastest) 
- irregular (e.g., good/ better/ best) 
- with use of ‘more’ and ‘most’ (e.g., expensive/ more expensive/ most 

expensive) 

In English: Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow duckling) 
- Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is yellow.) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Recognize adverbs of time, 
manner and place in written and 
oral texts 

 

Understand meaning of different types of common adverbs which give 
surrounding details in texts e.g: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly  

Use different types of common adverbs to give details e.g.: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use adverbs of time, manner 
and place in written and oral 
texts 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize simple adverbial 
phrases of time, manner and 
place in written and oral texts. 

Understand meaning of different types of common adverbial phrases 
which give surrounding details in texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g. in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every 

day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g. by bus, with a laugh)  

Use different types of common adverbial phrases which give surrounding 
details in spoken and written texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g. in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every 

day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g. by bus, with a laugh)  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use simple adverbial phrases of 
time, manner and place in 
written and oral texts. 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use different sources of 
information, including cultural 
knowledge, to understand literal 
and inferred meanings e.g. 
pictures, title, knowledge of 
context, knowledge of topic, text 
structure and language 

Use MT, Filipino and English resources to support classroom learning: 

- Use classroom word lists or check MT–Filipino or English bilingual 
dictionary for meanings  

- Make simple generalizations using information from more than one 
source 

- Make inferences and provide evidence when reading or listening to a 
text read aloud 

- Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g. 
paraphrase information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Vocabulary Development 
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Mother Tongue 

Competencies 
Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 curriculum) 

- Develop a rich vocabulary through using a dictionary and/ or online 
resources to look up/ clarify meaning of words 
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Filipino Language Essential Competencies (English Version) 

Grade One 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Listen to culturally relevant 
narratives and participate in a range 
of post-listening tasks 

e.g.: 

• discuss character, setting, 
events 

• discuss problem and resolution  

• sequence three events 

• identify narrator 

• predict ending 

• ask questions about the text 

• retell the story 

• relate events to own experience 

Show understanding of the story/rhyme/poem by responding to questions and 
talking about the characters and events 

Make predictions (about subsequent action or activity) by using: 

- contextual clues (e.g., title, participants, setting, visuals, key words) 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 

- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 

Make inferences (about purpose, intention, theme/message) by using: 

- contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Ask questions at different levels about the text 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Make simple generalizations (such as the moral of a story) by: 

- identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print 
Knowledge 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Retell sequence of events 

Make connections between a text and personal experiences/real life 

Respond appropriately to familiar 
and culturally significant polite 
expressions: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, offering 
help 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Conversations (e.g., requests, explanations, self-introduction, pair/ group/ 
panel discussions 

Use language to produce spontaneous and planned spoken texts according to 
social norms and cultural values in different situations, to, e.g., 

- greet others 
- express appreciation and gratitude 
- make requests 
- decline an offer 

Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Oral language 

Use familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions 
appropriately: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, offering 
help 

Follow simple one to three- step 
oral directions 

Understand and follow one- to two-step verbal instructions (e.g., “Draw a 
picture and color it.”) 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual procedural 
texts: e.g., instructions for completing an activity, directions, recipes 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Give simple three to five-step 
directions 

Select and use action verbs for effect to instruct the reader Reading Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures 

Use imperative verb form 

Use time connectives to sequence steps or directions (e.g., first, second, then, 
next) 

Record the steps taken to do or make something by: 

- sequencing and/ or describing steps to be carried out or conditions to be 
observed 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Use action verbs when narrating 
simple experiences 

Use familiar action verbs to tell a simple story Speaking  

Writing 

Grammar 

Discuss the illustrations on the 
cover and predict what the story 
may be about 

Make predictions e.g., about the kind of text, what it might be about, events, 
words that might be in the text, its theme/ message 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate in classroom speaking 
events, such as rhymes, songs, 
jingles, poems and chants. 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Poetry (e.g., rhymes, cinquains, haiku) 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the appropriate 
voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., through reciting 
poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 



  

89 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Identify rhyming words in rhymes, 
songs, jingles, poems, and chants 

Identify and read common word endings, rhyming words Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological 
Awareness 

Talk about oneself and one’s 
personal experiences using 
appropriate expressions (family, 
pet, favorite food), personal 
experiences (friends, favorite toys, 
etc.) 

Talk about personal experiences with others (e.g., tell his/her friends about an 
outing to the park) 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Recognize common action verbs in 
simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation) 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures. For example in 
English: 

- Imperative verb form 
- Transitive verbs: take an object (e.g., She bought a pen.) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Use common action verbs in simple 
sentences orally (e.g., retelling, 
conversation 

- Intransitive verbs: take no object (e.g., The dog barked.)Construct a variety 
of simple sentences. e.g., in English: 

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings sweetly.) 

Recognize common adverbs of 
time, manner and place verbs in 
simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation) 

Understand or follow events recounted about at home, school and community 
experiences using familiar adverbs of time, manner and place 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use common adverbs of time, 
manner and place verbs in simple 
sentences orally (e.g., retelling, 
conversation) 

Recount events about home, school and community experiences using familiar 
adverbs of time, manner and place 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Participate in choral speaking and 
echo reading of short poems, 
rhymes and stories with repeated 
patterns and refrains in Filipino 

 

Participate in class performances of songs, poems and rhymes Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Use knowledge of letters and 
sounds to blend syllables and words 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: syllables (common 
patterns, e.g., vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel, consonant-vowel-
consonant) 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies, e.g., using knowledge of phonic 
elements, matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, blending) 

Reading 

Writing 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Read phrases, sentences and short 
stories containing 2-syllable words 

Apply knowledge of letter–sound relationships to read new words  Reading 

Speaking 

Fluency 

Understand concepts of print in MT 
and Filipino and use common terms 
in MT and Filipino (e.g. cover, title 
page, word, letter etc.) 

Have print and book awareness 

Identify common terms relating to books (e.g., title page, author, illustrator, 
front/ back cover, table of contents) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Recognize upper and lower case 
letters of the alphabet and 
associated phonemes 

Name the letters of alphabet 

Say the most common phoneme/sound for all single-letter graphemes/ letters  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet knowledge 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Present a response by, e.g., 
retelling the story, rating the book, 
sharing opinions/reflections 

Retell main sequence of events 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 

Write for familiar purposes Talk about or draw ideas for writing  

Talk about the purpose and audience of familiar imaginative and informative 
texts  

Make a simple plan before writing 

Write lists or labels for pictures 

Write ideas in words, sentence fragments or simple sentences   

Write simple texts e.g. recount, story 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  

Write with proper spacing, 
punctuation and capitalization 
when applicable. 

Print lower- and upper-case letters neatly and legibly 

Use regular and appropriate spacing between letters, words, sentences and/ or 
paragraphs 

 

 

 

 

Writing Word and letter 
knowledge 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Identify describing words in simple 
sentences for people, objects, 
things and places (color, shape, size, 
height, weight, length, distance, 
etc. 

Select and use language for effect to create/ recount, describe 
experiences/events/ topics (e.g., words and phrases for providing information, 
verbs for describing actions, adjectives for describing persons in characters) 

Use different types of adjectives: opinion (e.g., ugly), size (e.g., big), age (e.g., 
old), temperature (e.g., cold), shape (e.g., round), color (e.g., blue), origin (e.g., 
Filipino) and material (e.g., plastic) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Grammar 

Use describing words in simple 
sentences for people, objects, 
things and places (color, shape, size, 
height, weight, length, distance, 
etc. 

Show understanding of word 
meanings through: 

a. realia 
b. picture clues 
c. actions or gestures 

Interpret the auditory and visual cues that enhance the comprehension of texts 
(e.g., actions, gestures, shapes, sizes, images) 

Construct meaning from simple visual texts (e.g., pictures, diagrams, charts, 
icons, maps, graphs, tables) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 

Orally segment words into syllabic 
parts 

Orally blend and segment words with two and three syllables hopp-ing, fam-i-ly 

Identify common syllables within words 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ 
phonemic awareness 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Add or substitute individual 
phonemes/sounds to make new 
words 

Differentiate sounds through letter blends, segmentation, substitution and 
deletion 

Reading 

Writing 

Phonological/ 
phonemic awareness 

Write correctly grade appropriate 
level words consisting of letters 
already learned 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements Reading 

Writing 

Spelling 

Recognize common or proper 
nouns in simple sentences listened 
to  

Use different types of nouns. For example in English: 

Common nouns: 

- concrete countable (e.g., table) 

- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 

- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 

- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-law) 

- plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

- without a plural marker (e.g., sheep, salmon, deer) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital letter  

Build vocabulary base 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use familiar common and proper 
nouns in simple sentences 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Recognize the use of noun markers 
(e.g. a/an+noun) in simple 
sentences listened to 

Use different types of determiners e.g. a/ an: indefinite (e.g., a book, an apple), 
the: definite (e.g. the book, the apple) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use simple dictionaries and word 
charts 

Contribute to and use word lists in MT/Filipino/English related to personal 
experiences and topics explored in the classroom/homes/environment  

Reading 

Writing 

Vocabulary 

Recall or repeat familiar or favorite 
parts of a text using memory or 
home language resources 
 

Use familiar sentence patterns and words from MT to communicate ideas of 
classroom Filipino 

Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 
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Grade Two 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Identify the elements of a narrative 
(theme, setting, characters, and 
events) 

Show understanding of the story by responding to questions and talking about 
the characters and events 

Identify themes as big ideas in stories/ poems 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Identity and study characters and their actions (e.g., identify character types 
and draw conclusions about them) 

Make simple generalizations e.g. identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Discuss the elements of a narrative 
(theme, setting, characters, and 
events) 

Participate actively during story 
reading by (for example): 

making comments  

asking questions 

using clues to answer questions 

clarifying understanding justifying 
predictions before, during and after 
reading 

Ask questions at different levels about the texts read or viewed (literal, 
inferring, evaluative) 

Respond to a text with e.g., 

- reasons 
- simple judgement 
- personal interpretations 

Provide evidence to support points stated 

Make and check predictions (e.g., based on contextual evidence) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Attitude 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Explain whether predictions about the content of a text are acceptable or 
should be modified and why 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Respond with suggestions, feedback, alternative viewpoints respectfully and 
politely, e.g., 

- provide positive verbal and non-verbal feedback 
- give comments or interject only as appropriate 
- agree/ disagree at appropriate times and politely 

Differentiate between culturally 
relevant fiction and non-fiction 
texts listened to by looking at the 
cover, title and illustrations 

Show understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts shared in the 
classroom e.g. what is on the cover, whether the text is about a real-life topic, 
identifying if the book has characters  

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening 
comprehension 

Identify important details in a range 
of non-fiction texts read at an 
appropriate level (e.g. information 
report, explanation, argument, 
procedure) 

Make simple generalizations by identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Draw conclusions from main idea, key details and specific examples from a text 

Note and recall main ideas and key details 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Retell and/or reenact events from 
different forms of culturally 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections. Retell sequence of events 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

relevant narratives (e.g. short 
stories, legends, fables, fairy tales) 

Listening 

Respond to culturally relevant texts 
(legends, fables, poems) through 
dramatization 

Use appropriate gestures, oral language, actions to respond to texts Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate actively during story 
reading by making comments and 
asking questions 

Express comments or responses to stories in sentences 

Respond to peers’ comments in sentences 

Ask questions about the text to clarify understanding  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Talk about famous people, places, 
events, etc. using descriptive and 
action words in complete sentences 

Describe well known people, places and events using common adjectives  

shares feelings and thoughts about well known people, places and events 

Use action verbs in sentences about well known people, places and events  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Participate in and initiate in 
extended social conversation or 
dialogue with peers, adults on 
unfamiliar topics  

Use appropriate language or dialect to interact with speakers of the same 
language  

Ask for repetition or clarification to confirm understanding or find our others’ 
ideas  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Contribute to small group and whole-class discussion 

Use conversation partners to support understanding 

Recognize appropriate ways of 
speaking that vary according to 
purposes, audience, and subject 
matter 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the appropriate 
voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., through reciting 
poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Read short texts at appropriate 
level 

Read year level-appropriate literary and informational texts/ readers e.g. 
narratives, recounts, procedures  

Read with accuracy, fluency, comprehension and appropriate expression, 
pacing, and intonation  

Read and view a variety of reading-age-appropriate and high-interest books and 
texts from print and non-print sources sheets 

Use key words to understand the main idea  

Read and view simple texts independently  

Use some phonic and contextual knowledge to decode simple texts   

Reading 

 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Make inferences (about purpose, 
intention, theme/ message) about a 
story heard or listened to 

Use a range of clues to support inferences, e.g.: 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 
- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 
- contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Reading 

 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension 

Write simple texts for a range of 
purposes e.g. to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Select and use language for effect to write simple texts e.g. to recount, describe 
experiences /events/ topics and/ or persuade the reader to accept the writer’s 
point of view 

Use words and phrases for providing information, verbs for actions, adjectives 
for describing persons in characterization 

Innovate on familiar texts 

Writing Grammar 

Writing and 
composition 

Write words/phrases/simple 
sentences about an illustration or 
character in a familiar book. 

Express ideas or feelings about a character or illustration appropriate in 
connected and sequenced simple sentences  

Reading 

Writing 

Writing and 
composition 

Express ideas about one’s self or in 
relation to a story heard/read 
through writing 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for expressing ideas, 
personal response  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Writing Writing and 
composition 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Use appropriate cohesive devices to 
make links between various items 
in a text 

Use connectors, pronouns, repetition of vocabulary and/or grammatical 
structures to create simple cohesive texts  

Writing Writing and 
composition 

Grammar 

Express feelings and convey points 
of view about the world and/ or 
fictional worlds 

Express simple opinions about a character or events in a story  

Express simple opinions about a topic discussed in class 

Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing composition  

Generate and/ or gather ideas 
appropriate to the writing and 
representing tasks and topics, using 
learner strategies 

Illustrate, draw and freewriting using visuals and realia as stimuli Writing Writing composition  

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Read familiar words and phrases in 
texts 

Recognize familiar/sight/high frequency words Reading Phonics and word 
recognition  

Apply knowledge of letter–sound/ 
grapheme/ phoneme relationships 
to read new words  

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns in words: 

- consonants 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

- vowels 

- blends 

Read words with taught letters/ letter patterns 

Spell frequently used words for 
example: 

• words with common patterns 
such as one syllable words with 
short a, e, i, o and u sound in 
CVC pattern; two-syllable words 
with short e, a, i, o, and u sound 
in CVC pattern 

• high frequency words/ 

sight words e.g. in English I me, my, 
has, had 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies and conventions, e.g., noticing 
visual patterns in words, blends, (in English) changing the ending of a word 
from -y to –ies when forming the plural 

Reading 

Writing 

Spelling  

Use forms of regular verbs in simple 
tenses (past, present, future) in 
sentences 

Use forms of regular verbs to indicate tense in simple spoken and written texts 
e.g. in English jump/ jumps, jump/ jumped, jump/ will jump 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Build vocabulary based on 
classroom topics and interests  

Find familiar/ common words in a bilingual dictionary or in class word lists   

Develop and use a record of words e.g., word wall, word bank, personal 
dictionaries  

Sort words into topics or the word class to which they belong 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Create or expand word clines using 
sets of familiar groups of words: 

• verbs 

• adjectives e.g. cool, cold, 
freezing 

• nouns 

• adverbs  

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another e.g. words 
which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – freezing) 

Use appropriate key words to represent an idea 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 

Identify and use some synonyms, 
antonyms, homonyms 

Develop a rich vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read aloud 
with synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are synonyms (e.g., quick/ fast) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Identify personal pronouns 
correctly in simple spoken and 
written sentences (e.g. I, you, he, 
she, it, we, they)  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting personal pronouns   

Use different personal pronouns as referring words to create cohesive texts to 
link to an object or person across the text  

Narrate or recount a story or event using first-person or third-person pronouns 
consistently 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use personal pronouns correctly in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. I, you, he, she, it, 
we, they) 

Recognize possessive pronouns in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g. mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs) 

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting possessive pronouns   

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object or person 
across the text 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use possessive pronouns in simple 
spoken and written sentences (e.g. 
my, our, your, his, hers, its, theirs)  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Recognize commonly used 
prepositions in oral and written 
texts (e.g. on, over, under, to, from, 
above, etc.) 

Use prepositions to convey a variety of meanings e.g. in English: 

- Position (e.g., sitting on the chair) 

- Direction (e.g., running towards her) 

- Time (e.g., on Monday, during the holidays) 

- Purpose and means (e.g., for fun, with a pen) 

- Accompaniment (e.g., went with her) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use commonly used prepositions in 
oral and written texts (e.g. on, over, 
under, to, from, above, etc.) 

Identify action verbs in simple 
tenses (present, past, future) with 
the help of time signals 

Highlight action verbs in familiar classroom texts  

Relate time markers to use of tense e.g. in English: Yesterday I went/ Tomorrow 
I will go 

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening  

Grammar 

Use action verbs in simple tenses 
(present, past, future) with the help 
of time signals 

Use simple present, past and future tenses appropriately in spoken and written 
texts   

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening 

 

 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain  

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Relate the Filipino equivalent of 
familiar/ common words to MT or 
English words 

Transfer knowledge of words and spoken discourse patterns from Filipino MT 
to MT and English with recognition of cultural appropriateness 

Check Filipino-MT or English bilingual dictionary for meanings 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Respond to spoken texts to clarify 
meanings heard while drawing on 
personal experiences 

Use Filipino resources to support understanding of classroom MT and English, 
for example:  

- Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g. seek 
clarification and elaboration 

- Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g. paraphrase 
information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Grade Three 

Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Distinguish between fiction and 
non-fiction texts through an 
expanded range of resources 
e.g. through language, cultural 
knowledge, pictures, layout or 
topic 

Show extended understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts 
shared in the classroom e.g. the layout of the text, the images on the cover 
and throughout, the language used in the text, purpose and audience  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Attitude 

Identify the different structures 
of familiar genres (e.g. narrative, 
recount, procedure, information 
report) 

Demonstrate awareness of the purpose (e.g. to entertain, to recount, to 
instruct, to inform) and organizational structure of common text types 
texts e.g. narrative – orientation, complication, resolution; recount – 
orientation, sequence of events, personal comment; procedure – goal, 
materials/ ingredients, method; information report – general statement/ 
general classification, facts about the subject   

Draw on prior knowledge, including cultural knowledge and organizational 
structures e.g., how an information report is structured 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening  
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Ask questions about short 
factual texts to identify the main 
ideas 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts 
read or viewed 

Respond to questions (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts read or 
viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write short responses to questions about factual texts read or viewed  

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 

Reading comprehension  

Respond to questions about 
short factual texts to identify the 
main ideas 

 

Ask questions about short 
stories to identify the main ideas 

 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g. literal, inferential) about fictional 
stories read or viewed 

Respond to questions (e.g. literal, inferential) about stories read or viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write short responses to questions about stories read or viewed  

 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Respond to questions about 
short stories to identify the main 
ideas 
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts in a variety of creative 
ways e.g., role playing, show and 
tell, radio play/ podcast/ 
broadcast/reporting/poster 
presentations 

 

Use appropriate oral and/ or visual forms e.g., skits, puppet plays, oral 
reports, posters to present responses to a range of texts for different 
purposes and audiences 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Oral language  

Attitude 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Use different kinds of sentences 
in a dialogue (e.g., declarative, 
interrogative, exclamatory, 
imperative) 

Construct different sentence types:  

- Declarative (e.g., Rosa is my friend.) 
- Interrogative (e.g., Who is James?) 
- Imperative (e.g., Sit down.) 
- Existential (e.g., Once upon a time there was a prince.) 
- Negative sentences (e.g., It was not a rainy day.) 
- Exclamatory (e.g., What a beautiful day!) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Grammar 

Listen and respond to others in 
oral conversation 

Listen to and respond to a variety of spoken texts, e.g., requests, 
explanations, self-introduction, pair/ group discussions 

Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g., nod in 
agreement or to indicate understanding, provide feedback, seek 
clarification and elaboration 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Initiate conversations with peers 
and adults in a variety of school 
settings 

Initiate and maintain short, structured social interactions with increasing 
fluency 

Interact and respond appropriately verbally and non-verbally in simple 
conversations with teacher or peers 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Reads and view texts at an 
appropriate level 

Identify the main idea  

Identify the purpose of the text 

Distinguish between fact and opinion in texts  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Reading Reading comprehension 

Interpret simple maps, graphs, 
tables, and pictographs using a 
simple legend 

Discuss understandings of meaning from different types of visual texts e.g., 
pictures, diagrams, charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables 

Reading 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Visual  

Write short narratives/ simple 
stories that include elements of 
setting, characters, and plot 
(problem and resolution), 
observing the 

conventions of writing 

Narrate situations, express feelings in simple texts by:  

- describing the setting and developing the plot (e.g., event/s building 
towards the complication and resolution) 

- using first-person or third-person pronouns consistently 
- using literary techniques for characterization (e.g., direct speech) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

- describing characters to convey feelings and thoughts, physical 
appearance, action, reaction 

Write texts for a range of 
purposes e.g., to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for a range of simple 
familiar texts types e.g., narrative, recount, procedure, information report   

Write a range of simple familiar texts types e.g., narrative, recount, 
procedure, information report incorporating information from different 
sources 

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Writing Writing composition  

Write short texts about stories 
listened to (e.g., brief 
description of character or 
setting, another ending of a 
story). 

 

Select and use words and phrases for effect to retell and provide details, 
verbs for describing actions, adjectives for describing characters, 
adverbials to locate setting  

Innovate on familiar texts e.g., by creating a new ending, a different 
setting, different characters 

Writing 

Listening 

Writing composition 

Listening comprehension  

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Apply knowledge of letter–
sound/ grapheme/ phoneme 
relationships to read new words 

Read two-syllable compound word with taught grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write simple and compound 
sentences modelled on familiar 
sentence patterns  

 

Construct a variety of sentences related to a topic using conjunctions. For 
example in English:  

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings 

sweetly.) 
- Compound sentences: use connectors ‘and’ and ‘but’ to join two 

simple sentences (e.g., John ran. Lina walked. → John ran but Lina 
walked.) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Writing composition 

Grammar 

Use common and proper nouns 
in a sentence with noun markers 
where appropriate (e.g., in 
English a/an, the) 

Use common and proper nouns particular to students’ contextual 
knowledge. For example, in English: 

Common nouns: 

- concrete countable (e.g., table) 
- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 
- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 
- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-

law)plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital letter  

Use different types of determiners/ articles 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar  
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Identify and use familiar 
synonyms, antonyms and 
homonyms in oral and written 
narratives. 

Expand vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read 
aloud with synonyms/ near-synonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms, antonyms 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – 
freezing) 

- -words which are antonyms (e.g., far/ near) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Use familiar adjectives to 
describe or compare  

Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow duckling) 
- Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is yellow.) 

Use different types of adjectives, e.g. quantity (e.g. two), opinion (e.g., 
ugly, smelly), factual (e.g., old, red, shiny), classifying (Filipino)  

- Use comparatives and superlatives: 
- regular (e.g., fast/ faster/ fastest) 
- irregular (e.g., good/ better/ best) 
- with use of ‘more’ and ‘most’ (e.g., expensive/ more expensive/ most 

expensive) 

In English: Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow duckling) 

Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is yellow.) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize adverbs of time, 
manner and place in written and 
oral texts 

 

Use adverbs of time, manner 
and place in written and oral 
texts 

Understand meaning of different types of common adverbs which give 
surrounding details in texts e.g.: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly  

Use different types of common adverbs to give details e.g.: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Recognize simple adverbial 
phrases of time, manner and 
place in written and oral texts. 

- Understand meaning of different types of common adverbial phrases 
which give surrounding details in texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g., in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every 

day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g., by bus, with a laugh)  

Use different types of common adverbial phrases which give surrounding 
details in spoken and written texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g., in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every 

day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g., by bus, with a laugh)  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use simple adverbial phrases of 
time, manner and place in 
written and oral texts. 

Recognize demonstrative 
pronouns (e.g., in MT ito, iyan, 

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting demonstrative   
pronouns   

Reading 

Writing 
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Filipino Competencies  Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

yan, dito, diyan, doon) in simple 
spoken and written sentences  

 

Use demonstrative pronouns 
(e.g., in MT ito, iyan, yan, dito, 
diyan, doon, in Filipino 
(ito/iyan/iyon/nito/niyan/ 
noon/niyon) in simple spoken 
and written sentences 

Use demonstrative pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object 
or person across the text 

Speaking 

Listening 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use different sources of 
information, including cultural 
knowledge, to understand literal 
and inferred meanings e.g., 
pictures, title, knowledge of 
context, knowledge of topic, text 
structure and language 

Use Filipino, MT and English resources to support classroom learning. 

Use classroom word lists or check Filipino-MT or English bilingual 
dictionary for meanings  

Make simple generalizations using information from more than one source 

Make inferences and provide evidence when reading or listening to a text 
read aloud 

Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g., paraphrase 
information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Develop a rich vocabulary through using a dictionary and/ or online 
resources to look up/ clarify meaning of words 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Vocabulary Development 
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Filipino Language Essential Competencies (Filipino Version) 

Grade One 

Note: elaborations are yet to be translated. 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 

curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi na nauugnay sa pangkalahatang komunikasyon (kapwa wikang binibigkas at nakasulat) 

Nakikinig sa mga salaysay na kaugnay 
ng kultura at nakalalahok sa hanay ng 
mga pangwakas na gawain sa 
pakikinig: 

Hal. 

• natatalakay ang tauhan, tagpuan, 
mga pangyayari 

• natatalakay ang suliranin at 
solusyon 

• napagsusunod-sunod ang tatlong 
pangyayari  

• natutukoy ang tagapagsalaysay 

• nahuhulaan ang wakas  

Naipakikita ang pag-unawa sa kuwento/tugma/tula sa pamamagitan ng 
pagtugon sa mga tanong at pagtalakay sa mga tauhan at pangyayari 

 

Nakagagawa ng mga hula (tungkol sa mga susunod na kilos o gawain) sa 
pamamagitan ng: 

- contextual clues o mga palatandaang nagbibigay-kahulugan (hal. 
pamagat, mga kalahok, pangyayari, mga biswal, mga susing salita o 
keywords) 

- naunang kaalaman (hal. kaalaman sa paksa o mga pamilyar na 
konsepto) 

- phonological cues (hal. bilis, lakas, tono, diin, ritmo)  

Nakapaghihinuha (tungkol sa  layunin, hangarin, tema/mensahe) sa 
pamamagitan ng paggamit ng: 

- contextual clues o mga palatandaang nagbibigay-kahulugan (hal. 
paksa, mga kalahok, pangyayari, mga biswal) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print 
Knowledge 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

• nakapagtatanong tungkol sa 
teksto 

• muling naisasalaysay ang kwento 

naiuugnay ang mga pangyayari sa 
sariling karanasan 

Nakapagtatanong tungkol sa teksto sa iba’t ibang antas. 

Nakagagawa ng mga payak na ugnayan sa totoong buhay at mga personal 
na karanasan 

Nakagagawa ng simple/payak na paglalahat (tulad ng aral/moral ng 
kuwento) sa pamamagitan ng: 

- Pagtukoy sa diwa/pangunahing kaisipan at mga detalye 
- Nakapaglalahad ng tugon sa pamamagitan ng, hal., muling 

pagkukuwento, pagmamarka ng aklat, pagbabahagi ng mga 
opinyon/repleksiyon 

- Naisasalaysay muli ang pagkakasunod-sunod ng mga pangyayari 
- Nakagagawa ng ugnayan sa pagitan ng teksto at mga personal na 

karanasan/totoong buhay 

Nakatutugon nang angkop sa mga 
magagalang na pananalitang 
pamilyar at kaugnay ng kultura: 
pagbati, pagpapaalam, pagpapahayag 
ng pasasalamat at paghingi ng 
paumanhin, pag-aalok ng tulong 

 

Nakikinig, namamalas at nakatutugon sa iba’t ibang binibigkas, 
napakikinggan at nababasang teksto: 

- Usapan/Talastasan (hal. mga kahilingan, pagpapakilala sa sarili, 
tambalan/pangkatan/ talakayang panel) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Oral language 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nagagamit ang mga magagalang na 
pananalitang pamilyar at kaugnay ng 
kultura: pagbati, pagpapaalam, 
pagpapahayag ng pasasalamat at 
paghingi ng paumanhin, pag-aalok ng 
tulong 

Nakagagamit ang wika upang makabuo ng tuloy-tuloy at planadong 
tekstong binibigkas alinsunod sa pamantayan ng lipunan at 
pagpapahalagang kultural sa iba’t ibang sitwasyon, 

Hal. 

- pagbati sa iba 
- pagpapahayag ng pagpapahalaga at pasasalamat 
- paghiling 
- pagtanggi sa isang alok 

Nakasusunod sa napakinggang payak 
na panutong may isa hanggang 
tatlong hakbang 

 

Nakauunawa at nakasusunod sa isa hanggang dalawang hakbang ng 
panutong binibigkas (hal. “Gumuhit ng larawan at kulayan ito.”) 

Nakikinig, namamalas at nakatutugon sa iba’t ibang binibigkas, 
napakikingan at nababasang tekstong prosidyural: hal., mga panuto sa 
pagsagot ng mga gawain, mga direksiyon, mga resipe 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Nakapagbibigay ng payak na 
panutong may dalawa hanggang 
tatlong hakbang 

Napipili at nagagamit ang mga salitang kilos/ pandiwa para sa mas 
mabisang pagbibigay ng panuto sa mambabasa 

Nagagamit ang mga salitang kilos/pandiwa na may angkop na sugnay at 
kayarian ng pangungusap 

Nagagamit ang kayariang pandiwang pautos/pakiusap 

Nagagamit ang time connectives sa pagsusunod-sunod ng mga hakbang o 
panuto (hal. una, ikalawa, susunod) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Naitatala ang mga ginawang hakbang upang makagawa o makabuo ng 
isang bagay sa pamamagitan ng: 

- pagsusunod-sunod at/o paglalarawan ng mga isasagawang hakbang o 
mga kondisyong dapat sundin 

Nagagamit ang salitang 
kilos/pandiwa sa pagsasalaysay ng 
mga payak na karanasan. 

Nagagamit ang mga pamilyar na salitang kilos/pandiwa upang 
magkuwento/magsalaysay ng isang simple/payak na kuwento 

Speaking  

Writing 

Grammar 

Natatalakay ang mga larawan sa 
pabalat [ng aklat] at nahuhulaan ang 
nilalaman ng kwento 

Nakagagawa ng hula, hal. tungkol sa uri ng teksto, tungkol saan ito, mga 
pangyayari, mga salitang maaaring nasa teksto, tema/mensahe nito 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa interaksiyon ng wika at tekstong binibigkas (pakikinig at pagsasalita) 

Nakalalahok sa mga gawaing pasalita  
sa silid-aralan, tulad ng tugma, 
awit,tula, jingles, at chants. 

Nakikinig, namamalas at nakatutugon sa iba’t ibang binibigkas, 
napakikingan at nababasang teksto: 

- Tula (hal., mga tugma, cinquains, haiku) 

Naipamamalas ang kamalayan sa kung paanong naipararating/naihahatid 
ang kahulugan sa pamamagitan ng angkop na katangian ng tinig,i.e., bilis, 
lakas, tono at diin  (hal., sa pamamagitan ng pagbigkas ng mga tula/tugma 
at kuwento/pagbasa nang malakas ng mga ulat balita) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological Awareness 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Natutukoy ang mga 
magkakatugmang salita sa mga awit, 
tula, jingles, chants, at tugma. 

Natutukoy at nababasa ang mga karaniwang dulong salita, salitang 
magkatugma 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonological Awareness 

Nakapagkukwento tungkol sa sarili at 
mga personal na karanasan gamit ang 
angkop na pananalita (pamilya, 
alagang hayop, paboritong pagkain), 
mga pansariling karanasan(mga 
kaibigan, paboritong laruan, at iba 
pa) 

Nakapagkukuwento tungkol sa mga personal na karanasan kasama ang iba 
(hal. naikukuwento sa mga kaibigan ang tungkol sa pamamasyal sa parke) 

Nakagagawa ng mga payak na ugnayan sa totoong buhay at mga personal 
na karanasan  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Nakikilala ang mga karaniwang 
salitang kilos/pandiwa sa mga payak 
na pangungusap (hal. muling 
pagsasalaysay, pakikipag-uusap) 

Nagagamit ang mga salitang kilos/pandiwa nang may wastong sugnay at 
kayarian ng pangungusap: 

- Anyong pandiwang pautos 
- Pandiwang palipat: pagtanggap ng isang bagay (hal., Bumili siya ng 

panulat.) 
- Pandiwang katawanin: di-pagtanggap ng isang bagay (hal., Ang aso ay 

tumahol.) 

Nakabubuo ng iba’t ibang payak na pangungusap: 

- Payak na pangungusap: Simuno + Pandiwa (hal., Si Cheryl ay umaawit.) 
- Payak na pangungusap: Simuno + Pandiwa + Layon (hal., Si Cheryl ay 

umaawit ng mga oyayi.) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Nagagamit nang pasalita sa payak na 
pangungusap ang mga karaniwang 
salitang nagsasaad ng kilos o pandiwa 
(hal.  muling pagsasalaysay, 
pakikipag-uusap) 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

- Payak na pangungusap: Simuno + Pandiwa + Pang-abay (hal., Si Cheryl 
ay umaawit nang kaaya-aya.) 

 

Nakikilala ang mga karaniwang pang-
abay na pamanahon, pamaraan, at 
panlunan. 

Nauunawaan o nasusundan ang mga kaganapang isinalaysay hinggil sa mga 
karanasan sa tahanan, paaralan at komunidad gamit ang mga pamilyar na 
pang-abay na pamanahon, pamaraan at panlunan 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Nagagamit nang pasalita sa payak na 
pangungusap ang mga karaniwang 
pang-abay na pamanahon, 
pamaraan, at panlunan (tulad ng 
muling pagsasalaysay, pag-uusap) 

Naisasalaysay ang mga kaganapan hinggil sa mga karanasan sa tahanan, 
paaralan at komunidad gamit ang mga pamilyar na pang-abay na 
pamanahon, pamaraan at panlunan 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Nakalalahok sa sabayang pagbigkas 
at panggagayang pagbasa ng mga 
maiikling tula, mga tugma at mga 
kuwentong nauulit ang padron at 
koro sa Filipino 

Nakalalahok sa mga pagtatanghal ng mga awitin, tula, at tugmaan sa klase Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

 

 

 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi may kaugnayan sa wika at tekstong nakasulat (pagbabasa at pagsulat) 

Nauunawaan ang mga konsepto ng 
limbag sa MT at Filipino at nagagamit 
ang mga karaniwang katawagan sa 
MT at Filipino (tulad ng pabalat, 
pamagat, pamagat pahina, salita, 
letra at ibp.) 

Nagkakaroon ng kamalayan sa limbag at aklat 

Natutukoy ang mga karaniwang katawagang may kaugnayan sa mga aklat 
(hal., pahina ng pamagat, may akda, ilustrador, pabalat, talaan ng mga 
nilalaman) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print 
knowledge 

Nakikilala ang malalaki at maliliit na 
letra ng alpabeto at kaugnay na 
ponema 

Nasasabi ang mga letra/titik ng alpabeto 

Nasasabi ang pinakakaraniwang ponema/tunog  para sa lahat ng 
indibidwal na grapema/letra 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Alphabet knowledge 

Nakapaglalahad ng tugon sa 
pamamagitan ng  hal, pagsasalaysay 
muli ng kuwento, pagmamarka  ng 
aklat, pagbabahagi ng sariling mga 
opinion/repleksiyon 

Naisasalaysay muli ang pangunahing pagkakasunod-sunod ng mga 
pangyayari  

Natutukoy ang mga payak na elemento ng  kathang isip na teksto (hal., 
mga pangunahing tauhan at tagpuan) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 

Nakasusulat para sa nalalamang mga 
layunin 

Nakapagtatalakay o nakahuhugot ng mga ideya para sa pagsulat Reading 

Writing 

Writing composition  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Natatalakay ang layunin at mambabasa ng mga pamilyar na tekstong 
malikhain at impormatibo 

Nakagagawa ng payak/simpleng plano bago magsulat 

Nakasusulat ng mga talaan o pananda para sa mga larawan 

Naisusulat ang mga ideya gamit ang mga salita, putol-putol na 
pangungusap (sentence fragments) o payak na mga pangungusap 

Nakasusulat ng mga payak na teksto, hal. salaysay, kuwento 

Listening 

Speaking 

Nakasusulat nang may tamang layo, 
bantas at gamit ng malalaking titik 
kung kinakailangan. 

Naisusulat ang malilit at malalaking titik/letra nang maayos at malinaw 

Nakagagamit ng karaniwan at tamang layo sa pagitan ng mga letra, salita, 
pangungusap at/o talata 

Writing Word and letter 
knowledge 

 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa mga katangian ng talasalitaan, balarila at baybay 

Natutukoy ang mga salitang 
naglalarawan sa mga payak na 
pangungusap para sa tao, bagay at 
lugar (kulay, hugis, laki, bigat, haba, 
layo/distansya, at iba pa) 

Napipili at nagagamit ang wika upang lumikha/magsalaysay, maglarawan 
ng mga karanasan/pangyayari/paksa (hal. mga salita at parirala para sa 
pagbibigay impormasyon, pandiwang nagsasaad ng kilos, pang-uri para sa 
paglalarawan ng mga tauhan) 

Nagagamit ang iba’t ibang uri ng pang-uri: 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nagagamit ang mga salitang 
naglalarawan sa mga payak na 
pangungusap para sa tao, bagay at 
lugar (kulay, hugis, laki, bigat, haba, 
layo/distansya, at iba pa) 

palagay/opinyon (hal., pangit), sukat (hal. malaki), gulang/edad (hal., 
matanda), temperatura (hal., malamig), hugis (hal., bilog), kulay (hal., 
bughaw), pinagmulan (hal., Filipino) at material/gamit (hal., plastic) 

Naipamamalas ang pag-unawa sa 
kahulugan ng mga salita  sa 
pamamagitan ng: 

a. realia 

b. ugnayang larawan-salita 

c. kilos o galaw 

Nabibigyang-kahulugan ang mga naririnig at nakikitang pahiwatig na 
nagpapabuti sa pagkaunawa ng mga teksto (hal., mga galaw, kilos, hugis, 
sukat, larawan) 

Nakabubuo ng kahulugan mula sa mga payak tekstong biswal (hal., mga 
larawan, dayagram/krokis, tsart, icons, mapa, grap, talahanayan) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 

Naipapantig nang pabigkas ang mga 
salita 

Napagtatambal at napapantig nang pabigkas ang mga salitang may dalawa 
at tatlong pantig, 

hal.,  lun-dag, pa-mil-ya 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 

Nadakapagragdag o nakapagpapalit 
ng bawat ponema o tunog upang 
makabuo ng bagong mga salita 

Napag-iiba ang mga tunog sa pamamagitan ng pagtatambal ng mga 
titik/letra, pagpapantig, pagpapalit, at pagkakaltas 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 



  

125 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Naisusulat nang wasto ang mga 
salitang binubuo ng mga natutuhang 
letra ayon sa antas o lebel. 

Nakasusulat ng wasto gamit ang kaalaman sa mga elemento ng 
palabigkasan 

Reading 

Writing 

 

Spelling 

Nakikilala ang mga pangngalang 
pambalana at pantangi sa mga payak 
na  pangungusap 

Nagagamit ang iba’t ibang uri ng pangngalan: 

- Pangngalang Pambalana: 
- konkretong pangngalang pamilang (hal., mesa) 
- konkretong pangngalang di-pamilang (hal., bagahe) 
- isahan (hal., guro, patatas, sanggol, kutsilyo, bata) 
- dalawahan/maramihan (hal., mga guro, mga patatas, mga kutsilyo, 

mga manugang na lalaki) 
- mga pangngalang may kasarian kung naaangkop 

Pangngalang Pantangi: 

Mga pangalan ng tao, lugar o bagay na nagsisimula sa malaking titik 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Nagagamit ang mga pangngalang 
pambalana at pantangi sa mga payak 
na pangungusap. 

Nakikilala ang gamit ng mga 
panandang pangngalan (hal. 
ang+pangngalan) sa mga 
napakinggang payak na 
pangungusap. 

 Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa mga kasanayan at estratehiya sa paggamit ng wika kabilang na ang paghahambing sa iba’t ibang wika (sa pagitan ng 
MT, Filipino at Ingles) 

Nakagagamit ng mga simpleng 
diksyunaryo at talahanayan ng salita 

Nakapag-aambag sa at nagagamit ang mga talaan ng salita sa MT na may 
kaugnayan sa mga personal na karanasan at paksang siniyasat sa silid-
aralan 

Reading 

Writing 

Vocabulary 

Naaalala o nauulit ang mga pamilyar 
o paboritong bahagi ng isang teksto 
gamit ang alala o mga salitang 
natutuhan sa tahanan  

Nagagamit ang pamilyar na ayos ng mga pangungusap at salita mula sa MT 
upang maipahayag ang mga ideya ng Filipino na gamit sa silid-aralan. 

Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 
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Grade Two 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Mga pangkalahatang kompetensi sa komunikasyon (wikang binibigkas at nakasulat) 

Natutukoy ang mga elemento ng 
isang salaysay (tema, tagpuan, 
tauhan, at mga pangyayari) 

 

Naipamamalas ang pag-unawa sa kuwento sa pamamagitam ng pagtugon 
sa mga tanong at pagtalakay sa mga tauhan at pangyayari 

Natutukoy ang mga tema bilang pangunahing kaisipan sa mga 
kuwento/tula 

Natutukoy ang mga payak na elemento ng mga kathang-isip na teksto (hal., 
mga pangunahing tauhan at tagpuan) 

Natutukoy at napag-aaralan ang mga tauhan at kanilang mga kilos/galaw 
(hal., natutukoy ang mga uri ng tauhan at nakakapaghinuha tungkol sa 
kanila) 

Nakabubuo ng mga simple/payak na paglalahat (hal., pagtukoy sa 
diwa/pangunahing kaisipan at mga detalye) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Natatalakay ang mga elemento ng 
isang salaysay (tema, tagpuan, 
tauhan, at mga pangyayari) 

Aktibong nakalalahok sa pagbasa ng 
kuwento sa pamamagitan ng 
(halimbawa): 

pagbibigay ng komento 

pagtatanong 

Nakapagtatanong sa ibat ibang antas tungkol sa mga tekstong nabasa o 
namalas (literal, nanghihinuha, nagsusuri) 

Nakatutugon sa teksto gamit ang hal.,  

- simpleng paghatol 
- personal na pagpapakahulugan 

Speaking 

Listening 

Attitude 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

paggamit ng mga pahiwatig o 
palatandaan (clues) upang sagutin 
ng mga tanong 

paglilinaw ng pag-unawa 

pangangatwiran sa mga hula bago, 
habang, at pagkatapos ng 
pagbabasa 

Nakapagbibigay ng patunay/ebidensya upang suportahan ang mga 
puntong inilahad 

Nakagagawa at nasusuri ang mga hula (hal., batay sa ebidensiyang 
kontekstwal) 

Naipaliliwanang kung ang mga hula hinggil sa nilalaman ng teksto ay 
katanggap-tanggap o nararapat baguhin at bakit 

Nakapaglalahad ng tugon sa pamamagitan ng, hal., muling pagsasalaysay 
ng kuwento, pagmamarka ng aklat, pagbabahagi ng mga 
opinyon/repleksiyon 

Nakatutugon ng mga mungkahi, puna, alternatibong pananaw nang may 
pagrespeto at paggalang, hal., 

- nakapagbibigay ng positibong berbal at di-berbal na puna 
- nakapagbibigay ng mga komento o sumalungat lamang kung 

naaangkop 
- sumang-ayon/ di-sumang-ayon sa tamang pagkakataon at nang may 

paggalang 

Nakikilala ang pagkakaiba ng  
napakinggang kathang isip at di-
kathang isip na teksto na kaugnay 
ng kultura sa pamamagitan ng 
pagtingin sa pabalat, pamagat at 
mga larawan 

Naipamamalas ang pag-unawa sa mga katangian ng mga kathang isip at di-
kathang isip na tekstong ibinahagi sa silid-aralan, hal., ano ang nasa 
pabalat, kung ang teksto ay tungkol sa isang paksa sa totoong buhay, 
natutukoy kung ang aklat ay may mga tauhan 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Natutukoy ang mahahalagang 
detalye ng mga kauring teksto na 
di-kathang isip na binasa ayon sa 
angkop na antas o lebel (hal. ulat 
pang- impormasyon, paliwanag, 
argumento, kaparaanan 
(procedure) 

Nakagagawa ng payak na paglalahat sa pamamagitan ng pagtukoy sa 
diwa/pangunahing kaisipan at mga pangunahing detalye 

Nakabubuo ng konklusyon mula sa pangunahing kaisipan, mga 
pangunahing detalye at mga tiyak na halimbawa mula sa isang teksto  

Natatandaan at naaalala ang mga pangunahing kaisipan at detalye 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Muling naisasalaysay at/o 
naisasadula ang mga pangyayari 
mula sa iba’t ibang uri ng mga 
salaysay na kaugnay ng kultura (hal. 
maikling kuwento, alamat, pabula,  
kuwentong ada) 

Nakapaglalahad ng tugon sa pamamagitan ng, hal., muling pagsasalaysay 
ng kuwento, pagmamarka ng aklat, pagbabahagi ng mga 
opinyon/repleksiyon 

Naisasalaysay muli ang pagkakasunod-sunod ng mga pangyayari 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 

Nakatutugon sa mga tekstong 
kaugnay ng kultura (mga alamat, 
mga pabula, mga tula) sa 
pamamagitan ng pagsasadula 

Nagagamit ang mga angkop na galaw, wikang binibigkas, mga kilos upang 
tumugon sa teksto 

 

Speaking 

Listening 

 

 

 

 

Listening 
comprehension 



  

130 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa interaksiyon ng wika at tekstong binibigkas (pakikinig at pagsasalita) 

Nakalalahok nang aktibo habang 
nagbabasa ng kuwento sa 
pamamagitan ng pagbibigay ng 
opinion  at pagtatanong 

Naipahahayag sa pangungusap ang mga komento o tugon sa mga kuwento  

Nakatutugon sa mga komento ng mga kamag-aral gamit ang pangungusap 

Nakapagtatanong tungkol sa teksto upang bigyang-linaw ang 
pagkakaunawa 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Nakapagkukwento tungkol sa 
kilalang mga tao, pangyayari, at iba 
pa gamit ang mga salitang 
naglalarawan at salitang-kilos sa 
buong pangungusap 

Nailalarawan ang mga kilalang tao, lugar at pangyayari gamit ang mga 
karaniwang pang-uri 

Naibabahagi ang damdamin at saloobin tungkol sa mga kilalang tao, lugar 
at pangyayari 

Nagagamit ang mga pandiwa sa pangungusap na tungkol sa mga kilalang 
tao, lugar at pangyayari 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Nakalalahok at nakapagsisimula ng 
pinalawig na usapan o 
pakikipagtalastasan sa kapwa mga 
mag-aaral, nakatatanda ukol sa mga 
di-pamilyar na paksa 

Nagagamit ang angkop na wika o dayalekto upang makipag-ugnayan sa 
mga nagsasalita ng parehong wika 

Nakahihiling ng pag-uulit o paglilinaw upang tiyakin ang pag-unawa o 
alamin ang ideya ng iba 

Nakapag-aambag sa talakayan ng maliit na pangkat o ng buong klase 

Nakagagamit ng conversation partners upang makatulong sa pag-unawa 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nakikilala ang mga angkop na 
paraan ng pagsasalita na nag-iiba 
ayon sa layunin, tagapakinig, at 
paksa 

Naipamamalas ang kamalayan sa kung paano naipararating/naihahatid ang 
kahulugan sa pamamagitan ng naaangkop na mga katangian ng boses, i.e, 
bilis, lakas ng tinig, tono at diin (hal., sa pamamagitan ng pagbigkas ng mga 
tula/tugma at kwento/pagbasa nang malakas ng mga ulat-balita) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa wika at tekstong nakasulat (pagbabasa at pagsulat) 

Nagagamit ang kaalaman sa mga 
letra/titik at tunog sa pagsasama ng 
mga pantig at salita 

Napagtutugma ang mga tunog sa kanilang kaukulang mga titik/letter 
patterns: mga pantig (karaniwang mga lettern pattern, hal., Patinig-
katinig,katinig-patinig, katinig-patinig-katinig); 

Nakasusulat nang tama/wasto sa pamamagitan ng paglalapat ng mga 
estratehiya sa pagbaybay, hal., paggamit ng kaalaman sa mga elemento ng 
palabigkasan, pagtutugma sa mga padron/balangkas ng tunog (sound 
patterns) sa mga salita (hal., pagpapantig, pagtatambal) 

Reading 

Writing 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

 

Nababasa ang mga parirala, 
pangungusap at maiikling 
kuwentong naglalaman ng mga 
salitang may 2 pantig 

Nailalapat ang kaalaman sa ugnayang titik-tunog (letter-sound relationship) 
upang mabasa ang mga bagong salita 

Reading 

Speaking 

Fluency 

Nababasa ang maiikling teksto na 
naaayon sa antas/lebel 

Nakababasa ng mga teksto/babasahing naaangkop sa antas/nibel at 
impormatibo 

hal. mga salaysay, muling pagsasalaysay, kaparaanan 

Reading 

 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension    



  

132 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nakababasa nang may kawastuhan, katatasan, pag-unawa at angkop na 
pagpapahayag/ekspresyon, bilis, at intonasyon 

Nababasa at namamalas ang iba't ibang naangkop-sa-gulang at high-
interest na mga aklat at tekstong mula sa mga nakalimbag at di-nakalimbag 
na sources sheets 

Nagagamit ang mga susing salita o key words upang maunawaan ang 
pangunahing kaisipan/ideya 

Nababasa at namamalas ang mga payak na teksto nang mag-isa 

Nagagamit ang ilang palabigkasan at kontekstwal na kaalaman upang 
mabasa/maunawaan ang mga payak na teksto 

Nakapaghihinuha (tungkol sa layon, 
tema/mensahe) tungkol sa narinig o 
napakinggang kuwento 

Nagagamit ang iba’t ibang mga pahiwatig upang pagtibayin ang mga 
hinuha, hal .: 
- dating kaalaman (hal., kaalaman sa paksa o pamilyar na mga konsepto) 
- phonological cues (hal., bilis, lakas ng tinig, tono, diin, ritmo) 
contextual clues o mga palatandaang nagbibigay-kahulugan (hal. paksa, 
mga kalahok, tagpuan, mga biswal) 

Reading 

 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension    

Nakasusulat ng mga simpleng 
teksto para sa iba’t ibang mga 
layunin hal. para magkuwento, 
magsalaysay, magbigay 
impormasyon 

Nakapipili at nakagagamit ng wika sa pagsulat ng mga payak/simpleng 
teksto, hal. upang muling magsalaysay, maglarawan ng mga 
karanasan/pangyayari/paksa/ at/o manghikayat ng mga mambabasa na 
tanggapin ang pananaw ng may-akda/manunulat 

Writing Grammar 

Writing and 
composition 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nagagamit ang mga salita o parirala upang magbigay 
kaalaman/impormasyon, pandiwa para sa kilos, pang-uri sa paglalarawan 
ng mga tauhan 

Nababago ang mga pamilyar na teksto 

Nakasusulat ng mga 
salita/parirala/payak na 
pangungusap tungkol sa isang 
larawang-guhit/ilustrasyon o 
tauhan sa isang pamilyar na aklat. 

Naipahahayag nang wasto/tama ang mga ideya o damdamin tungkol sa 
tauhan o ilustrasyon sa magkakaugnay at magkakasunud-sunod na payak 
na pangungusap 

Reading 

Writing 

Writing and 
composition 

Naipahahayag ang mga ideya 
tungkol sa sarili o kaugnay ng 
kuwentong narinig/nabasa sa 
pamamagitan ng pagsulat 

Nakapagpaplano sa pamamagitan ng pagtukoy sa layunin, mambabasa at 
konteksto para sa pagpapahayag ng mga ideya, personal na tugon 

Naiuugnay ang mga personal na karanasan at mga nakaraang pangyayari 
sa kuwento, sa tagpuan at/o serye ng mga kaganapan/pangyayari 

Writing Writing and 
composition 

Nagagamit ang mga angkop na 
kohesiyong gramatikal (cohesive 
devices) at pang-ugnay sa pagitan 
ng iba’t ibang mga bahagi sa isang 
teksto 

Nagagamit ang mga pang-ugnay, panghalip, pag-uulit ng talasalitaan at/o 
istruktura ng gramatika upang makalikha ng mga payak na magkakaugnay 
na teksto (cohesive texts) 

Writing Writing and 
composition 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Napapakita ang damdamin at 
naipahahayag ang mga pananaw 
tungkol sa mundo at/o kathang-isip 
na mundo 

Nakapagpapahayag ng mga simple/payak na opinyon/kuro-kuro hinggil sa 
tauhan o mga pangyayari sa kuwento 

Nakapagpapahayag ng mga simple/payak na opinyon/kuro-kuro tungkol sa 
paksang tinalakay sa klase 

Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing composition  

Nakabubuo at/o nakalilikom ng mga 
ideyang naangkop sa pagsulat at 
pagpapakilala/paglalahad ng mga 
gawain at paksa, gamit ang mga 
estratehiya ng 
pagkatuto/estratehiya sa pag-aaral 
(learner strategies) 

Nakapaglalarawan, nakaguguhit at nakagagawa ng malayang pagsulat 
gamit ang mga biswal at realia bilang estimulo 

Writing Writing composition  

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa mga katangian ng talasalitaan, balarila at baybay 

Nababasa ang mga pamilyar na 
salita at parirala sa mga teksto 

Nakikilala ang pamilyar/madalas na nababasang mga salita Reading Phonics and word 
recognition  

Nailalapat ang kaalaman sa 
ugnayang letra at 
tunog/grapema/ponema sa 
pagbabasa ng mga bagong salita 

Napagtutugma ang mga tunog sa kanilang kaukulang mga titik/letter 
patterns sa loob ng mga salita: 

- mga katinig 
- mga patinig 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

mga tugma 

Nababasa ang mga salitang binubuo ng mga natutunang letra o letter 
patterns 

Nababaybay ang mga salitang 
karaniwang/madalas na ginagamit 
halimbawa: 

• mga salitang may magkatulad 
na mga padron/balangkas 
(patterns) tulad ng mga salitang 
may iisang pantig na may 
maikling tunog na a, e, i, o and u 
sa CVC pattern; may dalawang 
pantig na may maikling tunog 
na a, e, i, o and u sa CVC pattern 

• mga salitang madalas makita 
hal. Ako 

Nakasusulat nang tama gamit ang kaalaman sa mga elemento ng 
palabigkasan  

Nakasusulat nang wasto sa pamamagitan ng paglalapat ng mga estratehiya 
at pamantayan sa pagbaybay, hal. pagpuna sa visual patterns sa mga salita 
, blends 

Reading 

Writing 

Spelling  

Nagagamit sa mga pangungusap 
ang mga anyo ng pandiwa sa iba’t 
ibang aspekto o panahunan 
(pangnagdaan, pangkasalukuyan, 
panghinaharap) 

Nakagagamit ng mga ng karaniwang pandiwa upang ipahiwatig ang 
panahunan sa simpleng binibigkas at nasusulat na mga teksto hal. talon / 
tumatalon / tumalon / tatalon 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nakabubuo ng talasalitaan batay sa 
mga paksa at interes na natatalakay 
sa sild-aralan 

Nakahahanap ng pamilyar / karaniwang mga salita sa isang diksyonaryong 
bilingwal o sa mga talaan ng salita  

Nakabubuo at nakagagamit ng talaan ng mga salita hal., word wall, word 
bank, mga diksyunaryong pansarili 

Naibubukod ang mga salita sa mga paksa o uri ng kinabibilangang salita 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Nakalilikha o napalalawig ang word 
clines  o pagkiklino ng salita gamit 
ang mga lipon ng pamilyar na 
pangkat ng mga salita: 

• pandiwa 

• pang-uri: medyo malamig, 
malamig, nagyeyelo 

• pangngalan 

• pang-abay 

Nabibigyang kahulugan ang mga salita mula sa kung paano sila nauugnay 
sa isa’t isa, hal., mga salitang malapit sa mga kasingkahulugan (hal., sa 
salitang klino, medyo malamig- malamig- nagyeyelo) 

Nakagagamit ng angkop na mga susing salita upang kumatawan sa isang 
ideya/kaisipan 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 

Natutukoy at nagagamit ang ilang 
mga salitang magkasingkahulugan, 
magkasalungat, at magkasintunog 

Napagyayaman ang talasalitaan sa pamamagitan ng: 
- pagpapalit sa mga piling pangngalan, pandiwa o pang-uri sa isang aklat 

na binabasa nang malakas gamit ang mga kasingkahulugan 
paggamit ng thesaurus upang hanapin ang  mga kasingkahulugan 
Nabibigyang kahulugan ang mga salita mula sa kung paano sila nauugnay 
sa isa't isa: 
mga salitang magkasingkahulugan (hal., mabilis / matulin) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Development 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Natutukoy nang wasto ang mga 
panghalip na panao sa binibigkas at 
nakasulat na mga payak na 
pangungusap (hal. Ako, Ikaw, siya, 
sila, kami, tayo) 

Nasusundan ang mga bagay o tauhan sa isang teksto sa pamamagitan ng 
pag-highlight sa mga panghalip na panao 

Nagagamit ang iba't ibang mga panghalip na panao bilang mga salitang 
panghalip upang makalikha ng mga tekstong magkakaugnay o cohesive 
texts upang iugnay sa isang bagay o tao sa buong teksto 

Naisasalaysay o muling naikukuwento ang isang kuwento o pangyayari 
gamit ang mga panghalip sa una o ikatlong panauhan nang hindi 
pabagobago 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Nagagamit nang tama ang mga 
panghalip na panao sa binibigkas at 
nakasulat na mga payak na 
pangungusap (hal. Ako, Ikaw, siya, 
sila, kami, tayo) 

   

Nakikilala ang mga panghalip na 
paari sa binibigkas at nakasulat na 
mga payak na pangungusap (hal. 
akin, kanya, atin, kanila) 

Nagagamit ang mga panghalip na 
paari sa binibigkas at nakasulat na 
mga payak na pangungusap (hal. 
akin, kanya, atin, kanila) 

Nasusundan ang mga bagay o tauhan sa isang teksto sa pamamagitan ng 
pag-highlight o pagbibigay-diin sa mga panghalip na paari 

Nagagamit ang mga panghalip na paari upang makalikha ng magkakaugnay 
na mga teksto o cohesive texts upang maiugnay sa isang bagay o tao sa 
buong teksto 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Nakikilala ang mga karaniwang 
ginagamit na pang-ukol sa tekstong 
binibigkas at nakasulat (sa ibabaw, 
sa itaas, sa ilalim, sa, mula, atbp.) 

Nagagamit ang mga pang-ukol upang maiparating ang iba't ibang mga 
kahulugan hal: 

Posisyon (hal., Nakaupo sa upuan) 

Direksyon (hal., Tumatakbo patungo sa kanya) 

Oras (hal., sa Lunes, tuwing bakasyon) 

Layunin at paraan (hal., para sa katuwaan, may panulat) 

Kasamahan (hal., sumama sa kanya) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Nagagamit ang mga karaniwang  
pang-ukol sa tekstong binibigkas at 
nakasulat (sa ibabaw, sa itaas, sa 
ilalim, sa, mula, atbp.) 

Natutukoy ang mga pandiwa sa 
iba’t ibang aspekto o panahunan 
nito (perpektibo, imperpektibo, 
kontemplatibo) sa tulong ng mga 
hudyat o tanda ng panahon (“time 
signals”) 

Nabibigyang-diin ang mga salitang kilos sa pamilyar na mga teksto sa silid-
aralan 

Naiuugnay ang mga time marker sa paggamit ng panahunan, hal. Kahapon 
ako nagpunta / Bukas ay pupunta ako 

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening  

Grammar 

Nagagamit ang mga pandiwa sa 
iba’t ibang aspekto o panahunan 
nito (perpektibo, imperpektibo, 
kontemplatibo) sa tulong ng mga 
hudyat o tanda ng panahon (“time 
signals”) 

Nagagamit ang pangnagdaan, pangkasalukuyan, at panghinaharap na 
panahunan ng pandiwa nang angkop sa binibigkas at nakasulat na mga 
teksto 

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa mga kasanayan at estratehiya sa paggamit ng wika kabilang na ang paghahambing sa iba’t ibang wika (sa pagitan ng 
MT, Filipino at Ingles) 

Naiuugnay sa mga salitang MT o 
Ingles ang katumbas na mga 
pamilyar/karaniwang salitang 
Filipino 

Naililipat ang kaalaman sa mga salita at pabigkas na pattern ng diskurso 
mula sa Filipino MT patungong MT at Ingles na may pagkilala sa kultural na 
kaangkupan 

Nasururi ang bilingwal na diksyunaryong Filipino-MT o Ingles para sa mga 
kahulugan 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 
Development 

Nakatutugon sa mga tekstong 
binibigkas upang bigyang-linaw ang 
mga narinig na kahululugan habang 
binabalikan ang mga personal na 
karanasan 

Nagagamit ang mga mapagkukunan ng impormasyon sa Filipino upang 
mapatibay ang pag-unawa sa MT at Ingles na gamit sa silid-aralan, 
halimbawa. 

Naipahihiwatig nang wasto ang tugon habang nakikinig at nagmamasid, 
hal. humingi ng paglilinaw at pagpapaliwanag 

Nakagagawa ng payak na ugnayan sa totong buhay at mga personal na 
karanasan 

- Nailalahad ang mga kaisipan/ideya, opinyon at karanasan nang may 
kumpiyansa/tiwala sa sarili, hal. pag-paraphrase ng impormasyon para 
sa pagpapatotoo, paglilinaw o kumpirmasyon 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening 
comprehension 
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Grade Three 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Mga pangkalahatang kompetensi sa komunikasyon (wikang binibigkas at nakasulat) 

Nakikilala ang kathang isip  sa di-
kathang isip na teksto sa 
pamamagitan ng pinalawak na 
hanay ng mga mapagkukunang 
kagamitan (resources) hal. sa 
pamamagitan ng wika, kultural 
na kaalaman, mga larawan, 
balangkas o paksa 

Napamamalas ang pinalawig na pag-unawa sa mga katangian ng kathang-
isip at di-kathang isip na teksto na ibinahagi sa silid-aralan, hal., ang 
balangkas ng teksto, ang mga larawan sa pabalat at sa buong aklat, ang 
wikang ginamit sa teksto, layunin at mambabasa 

 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Attitude 

Natutukoy ang iba’t ibang 
istruktura ng mga karaniwang uri 
ng panitikan (salaysay, muling 
pagsasalaysay, kaparaanan, ulat 
pang-impormasyon) 

Naipamamalas ang kamalayan sa layunin ng teksto (hal. upang magbigay 
aliw, muling magkwento, magturo, magbigay kaalaman) at istrukturang 
organisasyunal ng mga karaniwang uri ng mga teksto, hal., salaysay - 
oryentasyon, komplikasyon/tunggalian, resolusyon; muling pagsasalaysay - 
oryentasyon, pagkakasunud-sunod ng mga pangyayari, personal na 
komento; kaparaanan - layunin, kagamitan / sangkap, 
pamamaraan/metodo; ulat pang-impormasyon - pangkalahatang pahayag 
/ pangkalahatang pag-uuri, mga katotohanan tungkol sa paksa 
 

Nakahuhugot mula sa mga naunang kaalaman, kabilang ang mga 
kaalamang pangkultural at istrukturang organisasyunal, halimbawa, kung 
paanong ang ulat pang-impormasyon ay nababalangkas 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Nakapagtatanong tungkol sa 
maiikling tekstong 
makatotohanan upang matukoy 
ang mga pangunahing 
ideya/kaisipan 

Nakapagtatanong sa iba't ibang mga antas (hal. literal, inferential) tungkol 
sa mga tekstong base sa katotohanan na nabasa o namalas 
Nakatutugon sa mga katanungan (hal. literal, inferential) tungkol sa mga  
tekstong base sa katotohanan na nabasa o namalas 
 

Nakapagtatanong para sa paglilinaw, pagpapaliwanag at pag-
unawaNakasusulat ng maikling tugon sa mga katanungan tungkol sa mga  
tekstong base sa katotohanan na binasa o namalas 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Nakatutugon sa mga katanungan 
tungkol sa maikling tekstong 
makatotohanan upang matukoy 
ang mga pangunahing 
ideya/kaisipan 

Nakapagtatanong tungkol sa 
maikling kuwento upang 
matukoy ang mga pangunahing 
ideya o kasipan 

 

Nakapagtatanong sa iba't ibang antas (hal. literal, inferential) tungkol sa 
mga kuwentong nabasa o namalas 
 
Nakatutugon sa mga katanungan (hal. literal, inferential) tungkol sa mga 
kuwentong  nabasa o namalas 
 

Nakapagtatanong para sa paglilinaw, pagpapaliwanag at pag-
unawaNakasusulat ng maikling tugon sa mga katanungan tungkol sa mga 
kuwentong nabasa o napanood 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension 

Nakatutugon sa mga katanungan 
tungkol sa maikling kuwento 
upang matukoy ang mga 
pangunahing ideya/kaisipan 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Nakatutugon sa mga tekstong 
kaugnay ng kultura sa iba’t ibang 
malikhaing paraan hal. 
pagsasadula, show and tell, 
radio 
play/podcast/broadcast/pag-
uulat/poster presentation 

Nagagamit ang angkop na mga binibigkas at/o biswal na anyo,  halimbawa, 
mga skit, papet na palabas, pasalitang pag-uulat, mga poster upang 
ipahayag ang mga tugon sa hanay ng mga teksto para sa iba't ibang mga 
layunin at mambabasa/manonood 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Oral language  

Attitude 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa interaksiyon ng wika at tekstong binibigkas (pakikinig at pagsasalita) 

Nagagamit ang iba’t ibang uri ng 
mga pangungusap sa isang 
diyalogo/pakikipagtalastasan 
(hal. pasalaysay, patanong, 
padamdam, pakiusap/pautos) 

Nakabubuo ng iba't ibang uri ng  mga pangungusap: 
- Pasalaysay (hal., Kaibigan ko si Rosa.) 

 
- Patanong (hal., Sino si James?) 
 
- Pautos (hal., Maupo ka.) 
- Eksistensyal (hal., Noong unang panahon ay mayroong isang prinsipe.) 
- Mga negatibong pangungusap (hal., Hindi ito maulan na araw.) 
- Padamdam (hal., Napakagandang araw!) 
 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Grammar 

Nakikinig at nakatutugon sa  sa 
pakikipag-usap 

Nakikinig at nakatutugon sa iba't ibang mga binibigkas na teksto, hal., mga 
kahilingan, paliwanag, pagpapakilala sa sarili, tambalan/pangkatang mga 
talakayanNaipahihiwatig nang wasto ang tugon habang nakikinig at 
nanonood, hal. tumango bilang pagsang-ayon o upang ipahiwatig ang pag-
unawa, magbigay ng puna, humingi ng paglilinaw at pagpapaliwanag 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Nakapagsisimula ng usapan 
kasama ang mga kapwa mag-
aaral at nakatatanda sa iba’t 
ibang tagpo sa paaralan 

Nakapagsisimula at nakapagpapanatili ng maikli’t maayos na pakikipag-
ugnayan/pakikisalamuha sa iba nang may humuhusay na katatasan 
 

Nakikipag-ugnayan at nakatutugon nang angkop sa berbal at di-berbal na 
paraan sa pakikipag-usap sa guro o kamag-aral/kaklase 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa wika at tekstong nakasulat (pagbabasa at pagsulat) 

Nababasa at namamalas ang 
mga teksto sa naangkop na 
antas/lebel  

Natutukoy ang pangunahing ideya/kaisipan 
Natutukoy  ang layunin ng teksto 
Nakikilala ang katotohanan at opinyon sa mga teksto 

Naiuugnay ang mga personal na karanasan o nakaraang pangyayari sa 
kwento, tagpuan at / o serye ng mga pangyayari/kaganapan 

Reading Reading comprehension 

Nabibigyang-kahulugan ang mga 
simpleng mapa, graph, 
talahanayan, at pictograph gamit 
ang simpleng legend 

Natatalakay ang pag-unawa sa mga kahulugan mula sa iba't ibang mga uri 
ng mga biswal na teksto, hal., mga larawan, krokis/dayagram, tsart, icon, 
mapa, grap, talahanayan 

Reading 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Visual  

Nakasusulat ng maiikling 
salaysay/mga simpleng kuwento 
na naglalaman ng mga elemento 
ng tagpuan, tauhan, at banghay 
(problema at solusyon) habang 

Naisasalaysay ang mga kalagayan, naipahahayag ang mga damdamin sa 
mga payak na teksto sa pamamagitan ng: 
- paglalarawan sa tagpuan at paglinang ng banghay (hal., paglinang ng 

(mga) pangyayari tungo sa komplikasyon/tunggalian  at resolusyon) 
 
- paggamit ng mga panghalip sa una at ikatlong panauhan nang tuloy-

tuloy 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

sinusunod ang mga pamantayan 
sa pagsusulat 

- paggamit ng mga teknik na pampanitikan sa paglalarawan (hal., 
direktang pagsasalita) 

 
paglalarawan ng mga tauhan upang maiparating/maihatid ang damdamin 
at kaisipan, pisikal na anyo, kilos, reaksyon 

Nakasusulat ng mga teksto para 
sa iba’t ibang layunin hal. para 
magsalaysay, para muling 
magkwento,para magbigay-
kaalaman 

Nakapagpaplano sa pamamagitan ng pagtukoy sa layunin, mambabasa at 
konteksto para sa hanay ng mga payak at pamilyar na mga uri ng teksto, 
hal. pasalaysay, muling pagsasalaysay, kaparaanan, ulat pang- 
impormasyon 
 
Nakasusulat ng isang saklaw ng mga payak at pamilyar na mga uri ng 
teksto, hal.  pasalaysay, muling pagsasalaysay, kaparaanan, ulat pang- 
impormasyon, sama/kalakip ang mga kaalaman/impormasyon mula sa 
iba't ibang mga mapagkukunan 

Naiuugnay ang mga personal na karanasan o mga nakaraang pangyayari sa 
kuwento, tagpuan at / o serye ng mga pangyayari/kaganapan 

Writing Writing composition  

Nakasusulat ng maiikling teksto 
tungkol sa mga napakinggang 
kuwento (hal. maikling 
paglalarawan ng tauhan o 
tagpuan, pagbigay ng ibang 
wakas ng kuwento) 

Nakapipili at nakagagamit ng mga salita at parirala upang muling 
magkuwento/magsalaysay at magbigay ng detalye, mga pandiwa sa 
paglalarawan ang mga kilos, pang-uri sa paglalarawan ang mga tauhan, 
mga pang-abay sa paghahanap ng tagpuan 

Nababago/naiiba ang mga pamilyar na teksto, hal., sa pamamagitan ng 
paglikha ng bagong wakas, ibang tagpuan, ibang mga tauhan 

Writing 

Listening 

 

 

 

 

Writing composition 

Listening comprehension  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi na may kaugnayan sa mga katangian ng talasalitaan, balarila at baybay 

Nailalapat ang kaalaman sa mga 
ugnayan ng letra at 
tunog/grapema/ponema upang 
makabasa ng mga bagong salita 

Nababasa ang tambalang salitang may dalawang pantig na may mga 
ugnayang grapema-ponema o  grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 

Nakasusulat ng mga payak at 
tambalang pangungusap na 
batay sa karaniwang ayos ng 
pangungusap  

Nakabubuo ng iba't ibang mga pangungusap na kaugnay ng isang paksa 
gamit ang mga pang-ugnay: 
 
- Mga payak na pangungusap: Simuno + Pandiwa (hal. Si Cheryl ay 

umaawit.) 
- Mga payak na pangungusap:  Simuno  + Pandiwa + Layon (hal., Si 

Cheryl ay umaawit ng mga oyayi.) 
 

- Mga payak na pangungusap:  Simuno  + Pandiwa + Pang-abay (hal., Si 
Cheryl ay umawit nang kaaya-aya.) 

 
Mga tambalang pangungusap: nagagamit ang mga pang-ugnay na ‘at’ 
at ‘ngunit’ upang pag-ugnayin ang dalawang payak na pangungusap 
(hal., Si John ay tumakbo. Si Lina ay lumakad. → Si John ay tumakbo 
ngunit si Lina ay lumakad.) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Writing composition 

Grammar 

Nagagamit ang mga 
pangngalang pambalana at 
pantangi sa pangungusap na 
may mga pananda ng 

Nagagamit ang mga pangngalang pambalana at pantangi na partikular sa 
kaalamang kontekstuwal ng mga mag-aaral 
 
- Pangngalang pambalana: 
- Kongkretong pamilang (hal., mesa) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

pangngalan kung kinakailangan 
(hal. ang) 

- kongkretong di-pamilang (hal., bagahe) 
- isahan (hal., guro, patatas, sanggol, kutsilyo, bata) 
- pandalawahan/maramihan - (hal., mga guro, mga patatas, mga 

sanggol, mga kutsilyo, mga manugang na lalaki) 
 
Pangngalang Pangtangi: 
Mga pangalan ng tao, lugar/lunan o bagay na nagsisimula sa malaking titik 

Nagagamit ang iba't ibang mga uri ng mga pantukoy 

Natutukoy at nagagamit ang 
mga karaniwang salitang 
magkatugma, magkasalungat, at 
magkasintunog sa pasalita at 
nakasulat na salaysay. 

Napalalawak ang talasalitaan sa pamamagitan ng: 
- pagpapalit ng mga napiling pangngalan, pandiwa o pang-uri sa isang 

aklat na binasa nang malakas gamit ang mga kasingkahulugan /malapit 
na kasingkahulugan 

-  
- paggamit ang thesaurus upang hanapin ang mga kasingkahulugan, 

kasalungat 
 
Nahihinuha ang kahulugan ng mga salita mula sa kung paano nauugnay 
ang mga ito sa isa't isa: 
- mga salitang malapit sa mga kasingkahulugan (hal., salitang klino ,  

medyo malamig- malamig- nagyeyelo ) 
mga salitang magkasalungat (hal., malayo / malapit) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Nagagamit ang mga karaniwang 
pang-uri upang maglarawan at 
maghambing 

Nagagamit ang mga pang-uring makikita sa iba't ibang posisyon: 
- Attributive adjective: bago ang pangngalan (hal., dilaw na pato) 
- Predicative adjective: pagkatapos ng pandiwa (hal., Ang pato ay dilaw.) 
 
Nagagamit ng iba't ibang uri ng pang-uri, hal. dami (hal. dalawa), opinyon 
(hal. pangit, mabaho), makatotohanan (hal. luma, pula, makintab), pag-
uuri (Filipino) 
 
Nagagamit ang mga pahambing at pasukdol: 
- (hal., mabilis / mas mabilis / pinakamabilis) 

sa paggamit ng 'higit pa' at 'pinaka' (hal. mahal / higit na mahal / 
pinakamahal) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Nakikilala ang mga pang-abay na 
pamanahon, pamaraan, at 
panlunan sa nakasulat at 
binibigkas na teksto.  

Nagagamit ang mga pang-abay 
na pamanahon, pamaraan, at 
panlunan sa nakasulat at 
binibigkas na teksto. 

Nauunawaan ang kahulugan ng iba't ibang uri ng mga karaniwang pang-
abay na nagbibigay ng mga detalye sa mga teksto hal: 
 
- mga pang-abay na panlunan (hal., doon, dito, sa loob) 
- pang-abay na pamanahon (hal., sa madaling panahon, bukas, dalawang 

beses, araw-araw) 
- mga pang-abay na pamaraan (hal., mabilis, malungkot) 
 
Nagagamit ang iba`t ibang mga uri ng mga karaniwang pang-abay upang 
magbigay ng mga detalye hal: 
- mga pang-abay na panlunan (hal., doon, dito, sa loob) 
- pang-abay na pamanahon (hal., sa madaling panahon, bukas, dalawang 

beses, araw-araw) 
mga pang-abay na pamaraan (hal., mabilis, malungkot) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Nakikilala ang mga payak na 
pariralang pang-abay na 
pamanahon, pamaraan, at 
panlunan sa nakasulat at 
binigkas na teksto.  

Nagagamit ang mga payak na 
pariralang pang-abay na 
pamanahon, pamaraan, at 
panlunan sa nakasulat at 
binigkas na teksto. 

Nauunawaan ang kahulugan ng iba't ibang uri ng mga karaniwang 
pariralang pang-abay na nagbibigay ng mga detalye sa mga teksto,  hal: 
- pariralang pang-abay na panlunan  (hal., sa parke, sa bahay) 
- pariralang pang-abay  na pamanahon (hal. sa hapon, sa Martes, araw-

araw) 
- pariralang pang-abay  na pamaraan (hal. sa pamamagitan ng bus, nang 

may tawa) 
 

Nagagamit ang iba't ibang uri ng mga karaniwang  pariralang pang-abay na 
nagbibigay ng mga detalye sa binibigkas at nakasulat na mga teksto hal: 
 
- pariralang pang-abay na panlunan  (hal., sa parke, sa bahay) 
- pariralang pang-abay  na pamanahon (hal. sa hapon, sa Martes, araw-

araw) 
pariralang pang-abay  na pamaraan (hal. sa pamamagitan ng bus, nang 
may tawa) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Nakikilala ang mga panghalip na 
pamatlig (hal. sa MT MT ito, 
iyan, yan, dito, diyan, doon) sa 
binibigkas at nakasulat na payak 
na pangungusap. 

Nagagamit ang mga panghalip 
na pamatlig (hal. sa MT MT ito, 
iyan, yan, dito, diyan, doon) sa 
binibigkas at nakasulat na payak 
na pangungusap. 

Nasusundan ang mga bagay o tao sa teksto sa pamamagitan ng pagbibigay 
diin/pagha-highlight sa mga panghalip na pamatlig 
 

Nagagamit ang mga panghalip na pamatlig upang lumikha ng mga tekstong 
cohesive upang iugnay sa isang bagay o tao sa buong teksto 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

 



  

149 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

Filipino Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Mga kompetensi  na may kaugnayan sa mga kasanayan at estratehiya sa paggamit ng wika kabilang na ang paghahambing sa iba’t ibang wika (sa pagitan ng 
MT, Filipino at Ingles) 

Nagagamit ang mga iba’t ibang 
pinagkukunang impormasyon, 
kabilang ang kaalamang 
pangkultura, upang maunawaan 
ang mga literal at nahinuhang 
kahuluganhal e.g., 

mga larawan, pamagat, 
kaalaman sa konteksto, 
kaalaman sa paksa, 
balangkas/istraktura ng teksto at 
wika 

Nagagamit ang mga pinagkukunang impormasyon sa Filipino, MT at Ingles 
upang suportahan ang pagkatuto sa silid-aralan. 
 
Nagagamit ang tala ng mga salita sa silid-aralan o nasusuri ang 
diksyunaryong bilingwal ng Filipino-MT o Ingles para sa mga kahulugan 
 
Nakagagawa ng mga payak na  paglalahat gamit ang impormasyon mula sa 
higit sa isang mapagkukuhan ng impormasyon 
 
Nakagagawa ng mga hinuha at nakapagbibigay ng katibayan kapag 
nagbabasa o nakikinig ng isang tekstong binasa nang malakas 
 
Nailalahad ang mga ideya/kaisipan, opinyon at karanasan nang may 
kumpiyansa/tiwala sa sarili, hal.  nagpa-paraphrase ng impormasyon para 
sa pagpapatotoo, paglilinaw o kumpirmasyon 
 
Nakabubuo ng mayamang talasalitaan sa pamamagitan ng paggamit ng 
diksyunaryo at /o mga mapagkukunang impormasyon online upang 
hanapin/linawin ang kahulugan ng mga salita 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Vocabulary Development 
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English Language Essential Competencies 

Grade Two 

English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 
mode 

Core domain 
(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Listen to culturally relevant 
narratives and participate in a 
range of post-listening tasks 

e.g.: 

• discuss character, setting, 
events 

• discuss problem and 
resolution  

• sequence three events 

• identify narrator 

• predict ending 

• ask questions about the text 

• retell the story 

Show understanding of the story/rhyme/poem by responding to questions 
and talking about the characters and events 

Make predictions (about subsequent action or activity) by using: 

- contextual clues (e.g., title, participants, setting, visuals, key words) 
- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 
- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 

Make inferences (about purpose, intention, theme/ message) by using 

contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Ask questions at different levels about the text 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Make simple generalizations (such as the moral of a story) by: 

- identifying the gist/ main idea and key details 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Listening  

Comprehension  

Book and Print Knowledge 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

• relate events to own 
experience 

Retell sequence of events 

 

Make connections between a text and personal experiences/real life 

Respond appropriately to familiar 
and culturally significant polite 
expressions: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, 
offering help 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Conversations (e.g., requests, explanations, self introduction, pair/ 
group/ panel discussions 

Use language to produce spontaneous and planned spoken texts according 
to social norms and cultural values in different situations, to, e.g., 

- greet others 
- express appreciation and gratitude 
- make requests 
- decline an offer 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 

Use familiar and culturally 
significant polite expressions 
appropriately: greetings, leave 
takings, expressing gratitude and 
apology, asking permission, 
offering help 

Follow simple one to three- step 
oral directions 

Understand and follow one- to two-step verbal instructions (e.g., “Draw a 
picture and color it.”) 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual 
procedural texts: e.g., instructions for completing an activity, directions, 
recipes 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Give simple three to five-step 
directions 

Select and use action verbs for effect to instruct the reader 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures 

Use imperative verb form 

Use time connectives to sequence steps or directions (e.g., first, second, 
then, next) 

Record the steps taken to do or make something by: 

- sequencing and/ or describing steps to be carried out or conditions to 
be observed 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use action verbs when narrating 
simple experiences 

Use familiar action verbs to tell a simple story Speaking  

Writing 

Grammar 

Identify the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 

Show understanding of the story by responding to simple questions and 
talking about the characters and events 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Identity and study characters and their actions (e.g., identify character 
types and draw conclusions about them) 

Make simple generalizations e.g., identifying the gist/ main idea and key 
details 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension  

Discuss the elements of a 
narrative (theme, setting, 
characters, and events) 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Discuss the illustrations on the 
cover and predict what the story 
may be about 

Make predictions e.g., about the kind of text, what it might be about, 
events, words that might be in the text, its theme/ message  

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print knowledge 

Participate actively during story  

reading by (for example): 

• making comments  

• asking questions 

• using clues to answer 
questions 

• clarifying understanding 

Ask questions at different levels about the texts read or viewed (literal, 
inferential) 

Respond to a text with e.g., 

- reasons 
- simple judgement 
- personal interpretations 

Provide evidence to support points stated 

Make and check predictions (e.g., based on contextual evidence) 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling parts of the story, rating the book, 
sharing opinions/reflections 

Respond with suggestions, feedback, alternative viewpoints respectfully 
and politely, e.g., 

- provide positive verbal and non-verbal feedback 
- give comments or interject only as appropriate 
- agree/ disagree at appropriate times and politely 

 

Reading  

Speaking  

Listening 

Attitude 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Differentiate between culturally 
relevant fiction and non-fiction 
texts listened to by looking at the 
cover, title and illustrations 

Show understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts shared in 
the classroom e.g., what is on the cover, whether the text is about a real-
life topic, identifying if the book has characters  

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening comprehension  

Identify important details in a 
range of non-fiction classroom 
topic related texts read at an 
appropriate level (e.g., 
information report, explanation, 
argument, procedure)  

Make simple generalizations by identifying the purpose and key details 

Draw conclusions from main ideas, key details and specific examples from 
a text 

Note and recall main ideas and key details 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 

Retell and/or reenact events from 
different forms of culturally 
relevant narratives (e.g., short 
stories, legends, fables, fairy tales) 

Present a response by, e.g., retelling the story, rating the book, sharing 
opinions/reflections 

Retell sequence of key events 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts (legends, fables, poems) 
through dramatization 

Use appropriate gestures, oral language, actions to respond to texts  Speaking 

Listening 

 

 

 

Listening comprehension 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Participate in classroom speaking 
events, such as rhymes, songs, 
jingles, poems and chants. 

Listen to, view and respond to a variety of spoken, audio and visual texts: 

- Poetry (e.g., rhymes, cinquains, haiku) 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the 
appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., 
through reciting poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Phonological Awareness 

Identify rhyming words in rhymes, 
songs, jingles, poems, and chants 

Identify and read common word endings, rhyming words  Reading 

Speaking 

Listening  

Phonological Awareness 

Talk about oneself and one’s 
personal experiences using 
appropriate expressions (family, 
pet, favorite food), personal 
experiences (friends, favorite toys, 
etc.) 

Talk about personal experiences with others (e.g., tell his/her friends about 
an outing to the park) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Participate in and initiate 
extended social conversation or 
dialogue with peers, adults on 
unfamiliar topics  

Use appropriate language or dialect to interact with speakers of the same 
language  

Ask for repetition or clarification to confirm understanding or find our 
others’ ideas  

Speaking 

Listening 

 

Oral language  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Contribute to small group and whole-class discussion 

Use conversation partners to support understanding 

Recognize appropriate ways of 
speaking that vary according to 
purposes, audience, and subject 
matter 

Demonstrate awareness of how meaning is conveyed through the 
appropriate voice qualities, i.e., pace, volume, tone and stress (e.g., 
through reciting poems/rhymes and stories/ reading aloud news reports) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Recognize common action verbs 
in simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation) 

Use verbs with appropriate clause and sentence structures. For example in 
English: 

- Imperative verb form 
- Transitive verbs: take an object (e.g., She bought a pen.) 
- Intransitive verbs: take no object (e.g., The dog barked.) 

Construct a variety of simple sentences. e.g., in English: 

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings 

sweetly.) 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use common action verbs in 
simple sentences orally (e.g., 
retelling, conversation 

Recognize common adverbs of 
time, manner and place verbs in 
simple sentences orally 
(e.g.,retelling, conversation) 

Understand or follow events recounted about at home, school and 
community experiences using familiar adverbs of time, manner and place 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use common adverbs of time, 
manner and place verbs in simple 
sentences orally (e.g., retelling, 
conversation) 

Recount events about home, school and community experiences using 
familiar adverbs of time, manner and place 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Participate actively during story 
reading by making comments and 
asking questions 

Express comments or responses to stories in sentences 

Respond to peers’ comments in sentences 

Ask questions about the text to clarify understanding  

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Participate in choral speaking and 
echo reading of short poems, 
rhymes and stories with repeated 
patterns and refrains in English 

Participate in class performances of songs, poems and rhymes Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Understand concepts of print in 
MT and English and use common 
terms in MT and English (e.g., 
cover, title page, word, letter etc.)  

Have print and book awareness 

Identify common terms relating to books (e.g., title page, author, 
illustrator, front/ back cover, table of contents) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Book and print knowledge  

Recognize upper and lower case 
letters of the alphabet and 
associated phonemes 

Names the letters of alphabet Reading 

Writing 

Alphabet knowledge 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Says the most common phoneme/sound for all single-letter graphemes/ 
letters  

Listening 

Speaking 

Use knowledge of letters and 
sounds to blend syllables and 
words 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: syllables 
(common patterns, e.g., vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel, consonant-
vowel-consonant) 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies, e.g., using knowledge of 
phonic elements, matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, 
blending) 

Reading  

Writing 

 

Read phrases, short sentences 
and short stories consisting of CVC 
pattern words with short e, a, i, o, 
and u  

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: 

- initial short vowel sounds: a, e, i, o, u 
- syllables (common patterns, e.g., vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel, 

consonant-vowel-consonant) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

Fluency 

Read phrases, sentences and 
short stories containing 2-syllable 
words 

Apply knowledge of letter–sound relationships in English to read new 
words 

Reading 

Speaking 

Fluency 

Write simple texts for a range of 
purposes e.g., to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Select and use language for effect to narrate, recount, describe 
experiences /events/ topics and/ or persuade the reader to accept the 
writer’s point of view 

Writing Grammar 

Writing and composition 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use words and phrases for providing information, verbs for actions, 
adjectives for describing persons in characterization 

Innovate on familiar texts 

Read short texts at appropriate 
level 

Read year level-appropriate literary and informational texts/ readers e.g., 
narratives, recounts, procedures  

Read with accuracy, fluency, comprehension and appropriate expression, 
pacing, and intonation  

Read and view a variety of reading-age-appropriate and high-interest 
books and texts from print and non-print sources sheets 

Use key words to understand the main idea  

Read and view simple texts independently  

Use some phonic and contextual knowledge to decode simple texts   

Reading 

 

Word and phonic 
knowledge 

Comprehension    

Present a response by, e.g., 
retelling the story, rating the 
book, sharing opinions/reflections 

Retell main sequence of events in simple texts 

Identify simple elements of fiction (e.g., main characters and setting) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Comprehension 

Write words/phrases/simple 
sentences about an illustration or 
character in a familiar book. 

Express ideas or feelings about a character or illustration appropriate in 
connected and sequenced simple sentences  

Reading 

Writing 

Writing and composition  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Write for a familiar purpose 

 

Talk about or draw ideas for writing  

Talk about the purpose and audience of familiar imaginative and 
informative texts  

Make a simple plan before writing 

Write lists or labels for pictures 

Write ideas in words, sentence fragments or simple sentences   

Write simple texts e.g., recount, story 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  

Differentiate words with different 
medial vowels (eg: cap-cop-cup; 
fan-fin-fun) 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: 

- initial short vowel sounds: a, e, i, o, u 
- word families with vowel-consonant patterns (e.g., -at, -an, ad, -ap, -et, 

-en, -ill, -ig, -in, -ot, -op, -og, -ug, -un) 
- final y as a vowel sound 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition and Spelling  

Write with proper spacing, 
punctuation and capitalization 
when applicable. 

Print lower- and upper-case letters neatly and legibly 

- Use regular and appropriate spacing between letters, words, sentences 
and/ or paragraphs 

Writing Word and letter knowledge 

 

Express feelings and convey 
points of view about the world 
and/ or fictional worlds 

Express simple opinions about a character or events in a story  

Express simple opinions about a topic discussed in class 

Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing composition  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Identify describing words in 
simple sentences for people, 
objects, things and places (color, 
shape, size, height, weight, length, 
distance, etc. 

Select and use language for effect to create/ recount, describe 
experiences/events/ topics (e.g., words and phrases for providing 
information, verbs for describing actions, adjectives for describing 
characters) 

Use different types of adjectives: opinion (e.g., ugly), size (e.g., big), age 
(e.g., old), temperature (e.g., cold), shape (e.g., round), color (e.g., blue), 
origin (e.g., Filipino) and material (e.g., plastic) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Grammar 

Use describing words in simple 
sentences for people, objects, 
things and places (color, shape, 
size, height, weight, length, 
distance, etc. 

Show understanding of word 
meanings through: 

a. realia 

b. picture clues 

c. actions or gestures 

Interpret the auditory and visual cues that enhance the comprehension of 
texts (e.g., actions, gestures, shapes, sizes, images) 

Construct meaning from simple visual texts (e.g., pictures, diagrams, 
charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary 

Orally segment words into syllabic 
parts 

Orally blend and segment words with two and three syllables hopp-ing, 
fam-i-ly 

Reading  

Writing  

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Add or substitute individual 
phonemes/sounds to make new 
words 

Differentiate sounds through letter blends, segmentation, substitution and 
deletion 

Reading 

Writing 

Phonological/ phonemic 
awareness 

Write correctly grade appropriate 
level words consisting of letters 
already learned  

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements  Writing  Spelling 

Recognize common or proper 
nouns in simple sentences 
listened to 

Use different types of nouns. For example in English: Common nouns: 

- concrete countable (e.g., table) 
- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 
- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 
- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-law) 
- plural – irregular (e.g., children) 
- without a plural marker (e.g., sheep, salmon, deer) 

Proper nouns: Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital 
letter  

Build vocabulary base 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use familiar common and proper 
nouns in simple sentences 
listened to 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Recognize the use of noun 
markers (e.g., a/an + noun) in 
simple sentences listened to 

Use different types of determiners e.g. a/ an: indefinite (e.g, a book, an 
apple), the: definite (e.g. the book, the apple) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Build vocabulary based on 
classroom topics and interests  

Find familiar/ common words in a bilingual dictionary or in class word lists   

Develop and use a record of words e.g., word wall, word bank, personal 
dictionaries  

Sort words into topics or the word class to which they belong 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary Development 

Spell frequently used words for 
example: 

• words with common patterns 
such as one syllable words 
with short a, e, i, o and u 
sound in CVC pattern; two-
syllable words with short e, a, 
i, o, and u sound in CVC 
pattern 

• high frequency words/sight 
words e.g., in English I me, 
my, has, had  

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies and conventions, e.g., 
noticing visual patterns in words, blends, (in English) changing the ending 
of a word from -y to –ies when forming the plural 

Reading 

Writing 

Spelling 

Create or expand word clines 
using sets of familiar groups of 
words: 

• verbs 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another e.g., words 
which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – freezing) 

Use appropriate key words to represent an idea 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

development  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

• adjectives e.g., cool, cold, 
freezing 

• nouns 

• adverbs  

Identify personal pronouns 
correctly in simple spoken and 
written sentences (e.g., I, you, he, 
she, it, we, they/ me, you, him, 
her, it, us, them)  

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting personal pronouns   

Use different personal pronouns as referring words to create cohesive 
texts to link to an object or person across the text  

Narrate or recount a story or event using first-person or third-person 
pronouns consistently 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use personal pronouns correctly 
in simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g., I, you, he, she, it, 
we, they/ me, you, him, her, it, us, 
them) 

Recognize demonstrative 
pronouns (e.g., in English 
this/that, these/ those, in MT ito, 
iyan, yan, dito, diyan, doon) in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences  

Track objects or person across texts by highlighting demonstrative 
pronouns   

Use demonstrative pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object 
or person across the text 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Use demonstrative pronouns 
(e.g., in English this/that, these/ 
those, in MT ito, iyan, yan, dito, 
diyan, doon) in simple spoken and 
written sentences 

Write/ spell words in familiar 
word families with CVC patterns 
with short a, e, i, o, and u vowel 
sounds 

Write accurately using knowledge of phonic elements, e.g., 

- three- and four-letter short vowel words (e.g., consonant-vowel-
consonant words, such as ‘box’, ‘cat’ and ‘tick’) 

- short-vowel (hop), long-vowel (gold), r-controlled vowel (e.g., part) 
and initial consonant-blend patterns (e.g., st, bl)  

Apply spelling rules and conventions consistently, e.g., vowel-consonant 
patterns e.g., blends, doubling of consonants, changing the ending of a 
word from –y to –ies when forming the plural 

Writing Spelling  

Recognize possessive pronouns in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g.,mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs) 

Use possessive pronouns in simple 
spoken and written sentences 
(e.g., my, our, your, his, hers, its, 
theirs) 

Track objects or person across texts by highlighting possessive pronouns. 

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object or 
person across the text 

 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Recognize commonly used 
prepositions in oral and written 
texts (e.g., on, over, under, to, 
from, above, etc.) 

Use prepositions to convey a variety of meanings e.g., in English: 

- Position (e.g., sitting on the chair) 
- Direction (e.g., running towards her) 
- Time (e.g., on Monday, during the holidays) 
- Purpose and means (e.g., for fun, with a pen) 
- Accompaniment (e.g., went with her) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Grammar 

Use commonly used prepositions 
in oral and written texts (e.g., on, 
over, under, to, from, above, etc.) 

Identify action verbs in simple 
tenses (present, past, future) with 
the help of time signals 

Highlight action verbs in familiar classroom texts  

Relate time markers to use of tense e.g., in English: Yesterday I went/ 
Tomorrow I will go 

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening  

Grammar 

Use action verbs in simple tenses 
(present, past, future) with the 
help of time signals 

Use simple present, past and future tenses appropriately in spoken and 
written texts   

Reading 

Writing  

Speaking  

Listening 

 

 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use simple dictionaries and word 
charts 

Contribute to and use word lists in MT/Filipino/English related to personal 
experiences and topics explored in the classroom/homes/environment  

Reading 

Writing 

Vocabulary 

Recall or repeat familiar or 
favorite parts of a text using 
memory or home language 
resources 

Use familiar sentence patterns and words from MT and/or Filipino to 
communicate ideas of classroom English 

Reading 

Speaking  

Listening 

Oral language 

Relate the English equivalent of 
familiar/ common words to 
Mother Tongue or Filipino 

Transfer knowledge of words and spoken discourse patterns from MT 
and/or Filipino to English with recognition of cultural appropriateness 

Check MT–Filipino or English bilingual dictionary for meanings 

Reading 

Speaking 

Listening 

Vocabulary Development 

Respond to spoken texts to clarify 
meanings heard while drawing on 
personal experiences 

Use MT and/or Filipino resources to support understanding of classroom 
English, for example:  

- Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g., seek 
clarification and elaboration 

- Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 
- Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g., 

paraphrase information for verification, clarification or confirmation 
- Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g., 

paraphrase information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening comprehension 
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Grade Three 

English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to communication in general (both spoken & written language) 

Distinguish between fiction and 
non-fiction texts through an 
expanded range of resources 
e.g., through language, cultural 
knowledge, pictures, layout or 
topic 

Show extended understanding of features of fiction and non-fiction texts 
shared in the classroom e.g. the layout of the text, the images on the cover 
and throughout, the language used in the text, purpose and audience  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Attitude 

Identify the different structures 
of familiar genres (e.g. narrative, 
recount, procedure, information 
report) 

Demonstrate awareness of the purpose (e.g. to entertain, to recount, to 
instruct, to inform) and organizational structure of common text types texts 
e.g. narrative – orientation, complication, resolution; recount – orientation, 
sequence of events, personal comment; procedure – goal, materials/ 
ingredients, method; information report – general statement/ general 
classification, facts about the subject  

Draw on prior knowledge, including cultural knowledge and organizational 
structures e.g., how an information report is structured 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Listening  



  

169 

February 2021 

 

ACTRC is a partnership between 
the University of Melbourne and the 
University of the Philippines, supported 
by the Australian Government. 

trt 

t 

English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Ask questions about short 
factual texts to identify the main 
ideas 

 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts 
read or viewed about classroom topics 

Respond to questions (e.g. literal, inferential) about factual texts read or 
viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write short responses to questions about factual texts read or viewed  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Respond to questions about 
short factual texts to identify the 
main ideas 

Ask questions about short 
stories to identify the main ideas 

Respond to questions about 
short stories to identify the main 
ideas 

Ask questions at different levels (e.g., literal, inferential) about fictional stories 
read or viewed 

Respond to questions (e.g., literal, inferential) about stories read or viewed 

Ask questions for clarification, elaboration and understanding 

Write simple, short responses to questions about stories read or viewed  

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension 

Respond to culturally relevant 
texts in a variety of creative 
ways e.g. role playing, show and 
tell, radio play/ podcast/ 
broadcast/reporting/poster 
presentations 

Use appropriate oral and/ or visual forms e.g., skits, puppet plays, oral 
reports, posters to present responses to a range of texts for different 
purposes and audiences 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

 

Oral language  

Attitude 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to spoken language interaction and spoken texts (listening & speaking) 

Use different kinds of 
sentences in a dialogue (e.g., 
declarative, interrogative, 
exclamatory, imperative) 

Construct different sentence types:  

- Declarative (e.g., Rosa is my friend.) 
- Interrogative (e.g., Who is James?) 
- Imperative (e.g., Sit down.) 
- Existential (e.g., Once upon a time there was a prince.) 
- Negative sentences (e.g., It was not a rainy day.) 
- Exclamatory (e.g., What a beautiful day!) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Grammar 

Listen and respond to others 
in oral conversation 

Listen to and respond to a variety of spoken texts, e.g., requests, 
explanations, self-introduction, pair/ group discussions 

Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g. nod in 
agreement or to indicate understanding, provide feedback, seek clarification 
and elaboration 

Speaking 

Listening 

Oral language  

Initiate conversations with 
peers and adults in a variety 
of school settings 

Initiate and maintain short, structured social interactions with increasing 
fluency 

Interact and respond appropriately verbally and non-verbally in simple 
conversations with teacher or peers 

Speaking 

Listening 

 

 

 

Oral language  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to written language and texts (reading & writing) 

Make inferences (about 
purpose, intention, theme/ 
message) about a story heard or 
listened to 

Use a range of clues to support inferences, e.g.: 

- prior knowledge (e.g., knowledge of the topic or familiar concepts) 
- phonological cues (e.g., pace, volume, tone, stress, rhythm) 
- contextual clues (e.g., topic, participants, setting, visuals) 

Reading Comprehension 

Word and phonic 
knowledge  

Express ideas about one’s self or 
in relation to a story heard/read 
through writing 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for expressing ideas, 
personal response  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events  

Writing Writing and composition 

Use appropriate cohesive 
devices to make links between 
various items in a text 

Use connectors, pronouns, repetition of vocabulary and/or grammatical 
structures to create cohesive texts  

Writing Writing and composition 

Narrate situations, express 
feelings and convey points of 
view about the world and/ or 
fictional worlds 

Narrate a simple text using the first person to show the writer’s or character’s 
feelings and thoughts about actions/ events 

Reading  

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing Composition 

Oral Language  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Generate and/ or gather ideas 
appropriate to the writing and 
representing tasks and topics, 
using learner strategies 

Illustrate, draw and freewriting using visuals and realia as stimuli Writing Writing composition 

Interpret simple maps, graphs, 
tables, and pictographs using a 
simple legend 

Discuss understandings of meaning from different types of visual texts e.g., 
pictures, diagrams, charts, icons, maps, graphs, tables 

Reading 

Writing 

Reading comprehension 

Visual  

Reads and view texts at an 
appropriate level 

Identify the main idea  

Identify the purpose of the text 

Distinguish between fact and opinion in texts  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Reading Reading comprehension 

Express ideas about one’s self or 
in relation to a story heard/read 
through writing 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for expressing ideas, 
personal response  

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Writing Writing and composition 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Write texts for a range of 
purposes e.g., to tell a story, to 
recount, to inform 

Plan by identifying the purpose, audience and context for a range of simple 
familiar texts types e.g. narrative, recount, procedure, information report   

Write a range of simple familiar texts types with some support and modelling 
e.g. narrative, recount, procedure, information report incorporating 
information from different sources 

Relate personal experiences or past events to the story, the setting and/or 
series of events 

Writing Writing composition  

Write short texts about stories 
listened to (e.g., brief 
description of character or 
setting, another ending of a 
story). 

Select and use words and phrases for effect to retell and provide details, verbs 
for describing actions, adjectives for describing characters, adverbials to 
locate setting  

Innovate on familiar texts e.g., by creating a new ending, a different setting, 
different characters 

Writing 

Listening 

Writing composition 

Listening comprehension  

Write short narratives/ simple 
stories that include elements of 
setting, characters, and plot 
(problem and resolution), 
observing the conventions of 
writing 

Narrate situations, express feelings in simple texts by:  

- describing the setting and developing the plot (e.g., event/s building 
towards the complication and resolution) 

- using first-person or third-person pronouns consistently 
- using literary techniques for characterization (e.g., direct speech) 
- describing characters to convey feelings and thoughts, physical 

appearance, action, reaction 
 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing composition  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to features of vocabulary, grammar and spelling 

Identify and use some 
synonyms, antonyms, 
homonyms  

Develop a rich vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read 
aloud with synonyms or antonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms, antonyms 
- building class words lists of synonyms, antonyms, homonyms based on 

texts read in class 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are synonyms (e.g., quick/ fast) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary development 

Write simple and compound 
sentences modelled on familiar 
sentence patterns  

 

Construct a variety of sentences related to a topic using conjunctions. For 
example in English:  

- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb (e.g., Cheryl sings.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Object (e.g., Cheryl sings lullabies.) 
- Simple sentences: Subject + Verb + Adverbial (e.g., Cheryl sings sweetly.) 
- Compound sentences: use connectors ‘and’ and ‘but’ to join two simple 

sentences (e.g., John ran. Lina walked. → John ran but Lina walked.) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Writing composition 

Grammar 

Use common and proper nouns 
in a sentence with noun markers 
where appropriate (e.g. in 
English a/an, the) 

Use common and proper nouns particular to students’ contextual knowledge. 
For example, in English: 

- Common nouns: 
- concrete countable (e.g., table) 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

- concrete uncountable (e.g., luggage) 
- singular (e.g., teacher, potato, baby, knife, child) 
- plural – regular (e.g., teachers, potatoes, babies, knives, sons-in-law) 
- plural – irregular (e.g., children) 

Proper nouns: 

Names of people, places or things beginning with a capital letter  

Use different types of determiners/ articles 

Use plural form of regular nouns 
by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, 
dogs; wish, wishes,) 

Use regular plural forms of nouns in spoken and written texts Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spelling 

Use plural from of frequently 
occurring irregular nouns (e.g. 
children, feet, teeth) 

Use regular plural forms of commonly used nouns in spoken and written texts Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Spelling 

Use parts of the verb ‘to be’ (am, 
is, are was, were) correctly in 
simple sentences 

Create sentences in simple spoken or written texts using am/is/was/ were  Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use forms of regular verbs in 
simple tenses (past, present, 
future) in sentences 

Use forms of regular verbs to indicate tense in simple spoken and written 
texts e.g. in English jump/ jumps, jump/ jumped, jump/ will jump 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Read familiar words and phrases 
in texts 

Recognize familiar/sight/high frequency words Reading Phonics and word 
recognition  

Read one or two syllable words 
with initial and/ or final 
consonant digraphs (e.g., in 

English  ‘ch ’and  ‘sh ’) 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: 

consonant digraphs in initial position e.g., th, sh, ch, wh 

consonant digraphs in final position e.g., th, sh, ch 

Reading Phonics and word 
recognition 

Read one or two syllable words 
with initial and final consonant 
blends (e.g., in English pl, tr, nd, 
mp) 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns: 

initial consonant blends (e.g., sw, sn, sk, bl, br, cl, cr, dr, fl, gl, pl, pr, sl, sm, sp, 
st, tr, tw,  thr, str, scr) 

- final consonant blends (e.g., nd, nk, nt, mp) 

Reading Phonics and word 
recognition 

- Spell frequently used words 
with common patterns e.g.: 

- one- to- two syllable words 
with initial and final 
consonant blends (e.g. in 
English pl, tr, nd, mp) and 
consonant digraphs (e.g. in 
English ch and sh) 

- split digraph words (long 
vowel sound): a-e (e.g. 
make), e-e (e.g. these), i-e 

Write accurately by applying spelling strategies, e.g., 

- matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, blending) 
- noticing visual patterns in words 
- identifying word families 

Writing 

Reading 

Spelling 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

(hive), o-e (e.g. hope), u-e 
(e.g. cube) 

- expanded range of high 
frequency words e.g. in 
English I me, my, has, had  

Recognize possessive pronouns 
in simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g., mine, yours, his, 
hers, ours, theirs) 

Track objects or person across a text by highlighting possessive pronouns   

Use possessive pronouns to create cohesive texts to link to an object or 
person across the text 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use possessive pronouns in 
simple spoken and written 
sentences (e.g., my, our, your, 
his, hers, its, theirs) 

Identify and use familiar 
synonyms, antonyms and 
homonyms in oral and written 
narratives. 

Expand vocabulary through: 

- substituting selected nouns, verbs or adjectives in a book that is read 
aloud with synonyms/ near-synonyms, antonyms 

- using a thesaurus to look up synonyms, antonyms 
- building class words lists of synonyms, antonyms, homonyms based on 

texts read in class 

Deduce meaning of words from how they relate to one another: 

- words which are near synonyms (e.g., in the word cline, cool – cold – 
freezing) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

- opposites (e.g., far/ near) 

Read words with common 
prefixes and/or suffixes e.g., 
unhappy, helpful 

Recognize how words are formed by  

joining prefixes and suffixes to base words (e.g., en + large → enlarge) 

Understand how word meanings can change through the use of prefixes and 
suffixes  

Apply spelling rules and conventions consistently, e.g. changing the class of a 
word by adding a suffix or prefix, tense and plural markers 

Reading 

Listening 

Speaking 

Vocabulary  

Spell words with common 
prefixes and/or suffixes e.g., 
unhappy, helpful 

Use familiar adjectives to 
describe or compare  

Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow duckling) 
- Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is yellow.) 

Use different types of adjectives, e.g. quantity (e.g. two), opinion (e.g., ugly, 
smelly), factual (e.g. old, red, shiny), classifying (Filipino)  

Use comparatives and superlatives: 

- regular (e.g., fast/ faster/ fastest) 
- irregular (e.g., good/ better/ best) 
- with use of ‘more’ and ‘most’ (e.g., expensive/ more expensive/ most 

expensive) 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

In English: Use adjectives occurring in different positions: 

- Attributive adjectives: before noun (e.g., a yellow duckling) 

Predicative adjectives: after verb (e.g., The duckling is yellow.) 

Recognize adverbs of time, 
manner and place in written and 
oral texts 

Understand meaning of different types of common adverbs which give 
surrounding details in texts e.g: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly)  

Use different types of common adverbs to give details e.g: 

- adverbs of place (e.g., there, here, inside) 
- adverbs of time (e.g., soon, tomorrow, twice, daily) 
- adverbs of manner (e.g., quickly, sadly) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Grammar 

Use adverbs of time, manner 
and place in written and oral 
texts 

Recognize simple adverbial 
phrases of time, manner and 
place in written and oral texts. 

Understand meaning of different types of common adverbial phrases which 
give surrounding details in texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g. in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every day) 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Grammar 
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Use simple adverbial phrases of 
time, manner and place in 
written and oral texts. 

- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g. by bus, with a laugh)  

Use different types of common adverbial phrases which give surrounding 
details in spoken and written texts e.g.: 

- adverbial phrases of place (e.g., in the park, at home) 
- adverbial phrases of time (e.g. in the afternoon, on Tuesday, every day) 
- adverbial phrases of manner (e.g. by bus, with a laugh)  

Speaking 

Read phrases and sentences 
with words containing vowel 
digraphs and common long 
vowels 

Match sounds to their corresponding letters/ letter patterns in words: 

- vowel digraphs (e.g., oo - soon, ee- feet, ea - leaf, oa - boat, aw - saw, ai - 
paid, ay - may) 

- Read words with taught vowel digraphs 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition  

Read phrases and sentences 
with words containing split 
digraph words (long vowel 
sound) 

Read words with taught familiar vowel digraphs e.g., a-e (e.g. make), e-e (e.g., 
these), i-e (hive), o-e (e.g., hope), u-e (e.g., cube) 

Reading 

Speaking 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition  

Spell words containing vowel 
digraphs and common long 
vowels 

Write common words with familiar vowel digraphs - e.g., ai, ay, ea, ee, oo, oa 

Apply spelling strategies, e.g., 

- matching sound patterns to words (e.g., segmenting, blending) 
- noticing visual patterns in words 
- making analogies from familiar words (e.g., identifying word families) 

Reading 

Writing 

 

 

 

Spelling  
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English Competencies Elaboration/s of Essential Competency Language 

mode 

Core domain 

(from K-3 
curriculum) 

Competencies that relate to skills and strategies related to language use including interlanguage comparisons (between MT, Filipino and English) 

Use different sources of 
information, including cultural 
knowledge, to understand literal 
and inferred meanings e.g., 
pictures, title, knowledge of 
context, knowledge of topic, text 
structure and language 

Use MT and/or Filipino resources to support understanding of classroom 
English, for example:  

Indicate response appropriately while listening and viewing, e.g., seek 
clarification and elaboration 

Make simple connections to real life and personal experiences 

Present ideas, opinions and experiences with confidence, e.g., paraphrase 
information for verification, clarification or confirmation 

Reading 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 

Reading comprehension  

Vocabulary Development 
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Appendix: Current Grade Level Standards 

Kindergarten Standard Mother Tongue 

The learner demonstrates skills and strategies in phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, sound-letter correspondences, decoding, vocabulary and 
comprehension as they enjoy listening and responding to a variety of texts in their Mother Tongue.  

Grade Level Standards: Mother Tongue, Filipino and English1  

MOTHER TONGUE 

GRADE ONE LEVEL STANDARD 

FILIPINO LANGUAGE 

GRADE ONE LEVEL STANDARD 

ENGLISH 

GRADE ONE LEVEL STANDARD 

The learner demonstrates basic communication 
skills in talking about familiar topics using simple 
words and both verbal and non-verbal cues to 
understand spoken language, shows understanding 
of basic vocabulary and language structures, 
reading process, writing system and appreciates 
aspects of one’s culture. 

At the end of Grade One, learners are expected to 
understand verbal and non-verbal forms of 
expression and respond accordingly. Acquire good 
reading and writing skills to be able to express and 
relate personal ideas, feelings, and experiences to 
grade level and culturally relevant texts heard and 
read. 

 

The learner listens for comprehension, speaks 
clearly and uses appropriate expressions in talking 
about oneself, family, and other social context 
interactions. 

 

  

 

1 The Grade Level Standards listed in this document are the current standards and do not necessarily correspond to the Essential Competencies within this review. 
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MOTHER TONGUE 

GRADE TWO LEVEL STANDARD 

FILIPINO LANGUAGE 

GRADE TWO LEVEL STANDARD 

ENGLISH 

GRADE TWO LEVEL STANDARD 

The learner demonstrates communication skills in 
talking about variety of topics using developing 
vocabulary and simple phrases and sentences, 
simple to complex spoken language using both 
verbal and non-verbal cues, understands 
vocabulary and language structures, appreciates 
and understand the cultural aspects of the 
language and the writing system used, and reads 
and writes simple and short literary and 
informational texts. 

At the end of Grade 2,  learners are expected to be 
able to articulate the main idea of a text read or 
heard, use their knowledge of languages, read with 
correct phrasing and write well to 
express/communicate and relate personal ideas, 
feelings, and experiences to grade level  and 
culturally-relevant texts heard and read. 

The learner listens critically to one-two paragraphs; 
use appropriate expressions in varied situations; 
reads texts for pleasure and information critically in 
meaningful thought units; responds properly to 
environmental prints likes signs, posters, 
commands and requests; and writes legibly simple 
sentences and messages in cursive form. 

 

MOTHER TONGUE 

GRADE THREE LEVEL STANDARDS 

FILIPINO LANGUAGE 

GRADE THREE LEVEL STANDARD 

ENGLISH 

GRADE THREE LEVEL STANDARDS 

The learner demonstrates communication skills in 
talking about variety of topics using expanding 
vocabulary and phrases, shows understanding of 
spoken language in different contexts using both 
verbal and non-verbal cues, vocabulary and 
language structures, cultural aspects of the 
language, reads and writes literary and 
informational texts. 

At the end of Grade 3, learners are expected to be 
able to articulate the main idea of a text read or 
listened to and match it with related or similar 
texts, use knowledge of languages, read with 
correct phrasing and write effectively using 
different parts of the speech to be able to 
communicate and relate personal ideas, feelings 
and experiences to grade level and culturally-
relevant texts heard and read. 

The learner listens critically to get information from 
text heard, demonstrates independence in using the 
basic language structure in oral and written 
communication, and reads with comprehension. 
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